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Editorial Notes And Comments 


Again we are praising God for His continued 


great blessings upon The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. The December issue went out to over 
2000 suhseribers and now we are well over 2100 
with additional new ones coming in each day. 
More and more letters expressing gratitude to 
God for the Ministry of the Journal are being 
received. Many notes of constructive criticism 
have come in and these are most helpful to us. We 
welcome all communi’ations whether you azvree 
with our editorial policy or not. We covet your 
prayers that God may continue to cuide and bless 
and use The Journal’s ministry to the salvation of 
lost souls and to the building up of His peonle 
all of which is to His elory and for the best 
interests of our beloved Church. 


We have kad numerous renuests that we give 
space for a special young peovle’s denartment with 
proper treatment of the Young Peorle’s Praver 
meeting tonics. What do you think of this? We 
mvst of covrse bear in mind that our snace is 
definitely limited and that ours is a monthly 
ma‘’azine. There is a limit to number of de- 
partments we can cover, the snace that can be 
given to each of these and still keen our sub- 


scription price of one dollar per vear. Some of our 


very best articles have been rather lengthy. We 
are urging our writers to practice more con- 
densation in order that these good articles may be 
more readily and more thoroughly read. 

We are particularly happy to have short articles 
manifestine God’s vrace in the salvation of souls 
and in the lives of His peovle. Personal exveriences 
of sovl-winninge often prove a great helv and 
insniration to others. Every Christian shouid be a 
witnessing Christian. There are numerous wavs 
In which this can be done but none better than 
that of personal testimony as to what Christ has 
done for us. We do not hesitate to talk to our 
friends and others about many manv other sub- 
jects. Why should we hesitate to talk to them 


edition of Dr. 


about Christ and His redeeming and keeping 
power. Perhaps there is one among our friends or 
acquaintances who has been led to question the 
reality of our own faith in and love for the Lord 


Jesus Christ because we have never yet talked 


with them about this. 

We still have about five hundred of the second 
Wm. C. Robinson’s, “The Faith Of 
A Soldier” with art covers. These are available 
at $2.50 per hund~ed or 10 for twenty-five cents 
postpaid. A number of Churches have gotten 
enough to send one to each of their men in service. 
Two of the articles appearing in the October issue 
of The Journal have been printed in folder tract 
form. These are, “Hearts That Burn” by Rev. J. 
Kenton Parker and “The Bible—A Christian— 
And War” by Tom Glasgow. You may obtain either 
of these from us at 15c per dozen, one dollar per 
hundred or $7.50 per thousand postpaid. The series 
of articles on Baptism concluded in this issue will 
soon be available in pamphlet form. If you are 
interested in these write to us about it. If you are 
interested in underwriting the free distribution of 
ro of these tracts or pamphlets write to us about 

at. | 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal would make 
an excellent Christmas gift for some of your 
Christian friends. We. will send an attractive 
Christmas card, bearing your name and announc- 
ing your gift to those for whom you subscribe. 
The price is one dollar per year for each subscrip- 
tion but for five dollars we will send six sub- 
scriptions. | 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
Incorporated is of course a non-profit corporation 
and all funds received whether for subscriptions 
or as gifts go into the ministry of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. 

God has made abundant provision for our every 
need thus far. As additional funds are provided 
our field of usefulness will be enlarged.—H.B.D, 
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Another Christian Programme 


The November 23rd issue of “‘Time” quotes an 
address by Cosmo Gordon Lang, retired Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, on “The Christian Aim” in 
the post-war world. Part of this address was as 


follows: 


“The Christian aim,’’ said Canterbury, “leads 
to emphasis upon a life ordered in the public in- 
terest, and this involves in our day definite attack 
upon a number of so-called vested interests.” 
Then, echoing his Albert Hall speech of two 
months ago, he denounced private ownership of 
land and private control of credit. Said he: 


“The question of ownership is becoming steadily 
less important compared with that of direction and 
management ... Those who direct and manage 
should regard themselves as servants of the pub- 
lic and partners of all others, rather than as agents 
for the owners ... We will insist that chiidren 
henceforth be born in houses that are fit homes, 
receive education’ to the age of 18, and that every 
body have enough of the right foods.” | : 


The Delaware Conference, called by the Fed- 
eral Council, outlined a socialistic economic pro- 
gramme very similar to this. 


Several years ago the writer heard one of our 
Southern Presbyterian ministers preach a sermon 
before the Synod of Virginia on “The World To- 
morrow.” The general thesis of this sermon was 
also along this line and’this statement was made: 
“The world tomorrow will be one of economic se- 
curity, first economic security and then spiritual 
revival.”” This last sentence is underscored because 
it was taken down varbatim and the speaker di- 
rectly questioned on this point after the sermon 
to be certain he had been heard correctly. 


Let us examine this programme which is_ being 
formulated and will undoubtedly be heard of 


more and more in the future. 


Can and should the Church formulate a pro- 
gramme looking towards economic security for 
the unsaved world? Is such a programme scrip- 


tural? If so, all Christians should unite to that 


end. If not, the fallacy of such a plan should be 
clearly shown to avoid the inevitable chaos it will 
cause and the devastating effect on the influence 
of the Church. | 


In other words, a man-made “Christian” pro- 
gramme is not only useless, it is a hindrance to 
the spread of the Gospel. This has been clearly 
demonstrated in the “Christian” ‘programme of 
pacifism which is partially responsible for the pre- 
sent world distress. The writer does not question 
the motives of good Christian men who held this 
view. He simply states that he believes they were 
wrong, so wrong that instead of saving lives they 
contributed to a wave of destruction of life and 
property which may continue for years. 


_ Therefore, if this present economic programme 
ls also unscriptural we will do well to examine it 
and nail it before it brings the inevitable disaster 
sated — brings which leaves God’s Word out of 
ccoun 


Does Christ and Christianity and the Church , 


offer economic security to the unsaved world? The 
answer is an emphatic No. Christ answers this in 
one pregnant sentence, “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
(houses, lands, food, clothing, etc. etc.) shall be 
added unto you.”’ 


In other words, Christ does offer economic se- 
curity to the true believer wlo puts Him first, and 
the Bible throughout corroborates this teaching. 
Paul writing to the Philippians says, “But my God 
shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.” 


But this may not satisfy all. Recently one of 
our ministers was asked why he gave so much 
time to preaching on economic and social prob- 
lems. He replied that he had officers in his church 
who were failing to live honestly and fairly in 
their business dealings. One could but wonder if 


the solution of the problem in that particular con- 


gregation would not be preaching against the sin 
of dishonesty, at the same time praying that these 
officers might be brought face to face with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, giving Him supreme place in 
their hearts and lives; then their social and bus- 
iness dealings would of necessity become honest. 


Then, too, where is the scriptural basis for de- 
nouncing private ownership of property and pri- 
vate control of credit? The misuse of this power 
is clearly forbidden, but such a social and eco- 
nomic order is recognized and sanctioned. The 
duty of the capitalist is, given and the doom of 
the oppressor clearly outlined in James. But, let 
us remember the duties of labor are also clearly 
stated by Paul. | 


Christianity does not offer material prosperity 


_ to the entire world. It does offer the necessities of 


life only to the believer in Christ. Even there the 
obligation to work is stated. Paul says, “For even 


when we were with you, this we commanded you, 


that if any would not work, neither should he 
eat.” 
Some are cynically saying that the Church has 


failed because it has failed to have a social and 


economic outlook. On the other hand, when and 
if the Church has failed it has failed because of 


a lack of spiritual outlook. 


The cause of social and economic ills is sin. 
Eliminate the cause and the effect will disappear. 
The Gospel plainly teaches there is but one way 
to cure sin and tkat is faith in Christ and His 
shed blood. The Church and Christian leaders 
should not promulgate any programme which rele- 
gates this one and only solution to a secondary 
place. The “principles of Christ” have never saved 
a soul and they cannot save society. It is the 
person of Christ and what He has done which is 
essential. The Buddhist, the Mohammedan and the 
Hindu will join with us in admiring and extolling 
the ‘Principles of Christ,” but the one thing 
needful is confession of sin, turning from sin and 
acknowledging and accepting the atoning work of 
the Saviour. 

That is the message of vital, evangelical Chris- 
tianity and any and all programmes which deny, 
ignore or make light of this centra] truth are es- 
sentially anti-Christian. —L.N.B. 
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The Object Of Faith ae 
4 By Rev. J. C. Bridges* | 


“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the that good, _ le f ; rec 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that cause as 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt believe that man’s body would die after living. We | 1° 


be saved.” (Rom. 10:9). ievi We 
§ recover the loss by believin 
a The present age is distinguished by a folk who after dying. Of this, the on ot dincees, —_ to 
: are curious to know the what and why of any im- fitting illustration. As time passed he grew old } lik 
r portant object of thought. Especially is this true and his wife “ceased to be after the manner of §, sul 
i of the seekers after spiritual knowledge. There women.” (Rom. 4:19). At this late stage of his ori 
r are sO many contrary winds and isms that a bare married life, though their bodies were sterile by a 
‘ statement of .fact does not relieve the inquirer of age, God promised him a son out of his own loin loc 
way of salvation. Bearing Abraham vee never seen a woman ninety years of 
; , let us ask: age give birth to a baby. It was against the all 
I. First. What Is The Object lished laws of nature. But he 
e jailer’s inquiry, “What must I do to be om. 4:20). 
saved,” is still the anxious question of every and Eve, this faithful patriarch, 
; awakened sinner. And “Believe on the Lord Jesus elieved God’s: spoken word was the deciding | 
: Christ,” is yet the answer. factor in determining truth, whether natural or the 
‘ __To be saved one must believe in the deity of ee And therefore it was imputed unto § an 
; Christ; the atonement made by him, who bore our dish or righteousnes.” (Rom. 4:22). The original § we 
‘ sins on the cross; that he ascended into heaven to r — of unbelief was followed by the imputation of 
& make intercession with God the Father, and that seated lee to the whole human race. But God | sa 
he will come again to execute complete salvation. h opposite direction when rewarding 
: These fundamental principles however are _pre- raham. oot honor he bestowed upon Jehovah a 
supposed in the particular object of our faith, ably gr eat that our Lord counted 
i namely, The Glorified, Bodily Resurrection of . tee ge that is, right with God. And such _ 
Jesus: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the believer. no} 
‘ Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that h rage "fe _" e gift of righteousness to Abra- § ag: 
: God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be . d’e perfect correspondence the 
saved.” Like a guidepost erected for the desert- Sap ion of God’s will for sinners. Paul says, “Now Ev 
weary traveler, the resurrection of Jesus is spe- for his sake alone that it was So 
cifically designated as the object toward which us also, to whom it shall Fo 
the wayfaring sinner must look to be saved. Let on him that raised up be 
us ask ourselves, as we leave this point, whether ik (Rom. 4:23-24). 
we have accepted the risen Christ that we, too, used, i Ad 
Believe Objectively In The : what our first parents did, and therefore shall des 
Resurrection? be saved. We do not mean by this that Jesus did Bet 
4q Something outside of the realm of nature is not atone for sin. By his stripes we are surely § 10! 
| necessary to the exercise of faith: “Hope that is healed. But the cancellation of debt is not available for 
; seen is not hope.” (Rom. 5:5). But the resurrec- to the offender until he or she honors God’s Word hee 
| tion was selected, as an object of faith, from by believing that the crucified Christ lived in the | imi 
a collection of miracles by discriminating choice. _body after dying. By faith in this supernatural the 
igion: 3 : of our Lord’s substitutional work. ] 
1. Undoes What The Original . No wonder! Multiplied millions have lived to see.— we 
_ The spiritual magnitude of our first parent’s strongly this ‘the 
sin is beyond measure. As created companions of From a natural point of view the absurdity of off 
God they shared his personal, visible, daily fellow- this doctrine is unmatched. It is obviousl pe Chi 
ship. Their intimate knowledge of him was fully flatly opposed to the function and deteriorating f 1 
adequate for the exercise of implicit faith in his qualities of one’s material constitution, wholly inf 
Word relative to unknown, supernatural death. contrary to nature, and therefore most unreasot- bt 
Notwithstanding, they distrusted his habitual ob- able. But God, with whom all things are possible t : 
servance of truth, violated the prohibition, and - has spoken and his Word is sufficient erent is nc 
brought unspeakable shame upon our Lord. We thy faith, Christian! Without sharing the original nite 
right the wrong by giving full assent to the Gospel and intimate Edenic companionship with God, and W 
message of Christ’s miraculous resurrection. being yet separated from him by a thick veil de 
Eve did not believe, simply on the basis of his of sinful flesh, you have believed the written § Chi 
spoken word, the devil’s lie that she would not communication of an invisible author about an moe 
surely die, but looked for something in nature object in utter disagreement with the present late 
to prove or disprove both his and God’s Word. system of things. Great is thy faith! A hatefully rd | 
Nature would settle the question thought she: bad as was Adam’s sin, the honor you qe paid i 3 
Hear _ “ag woman saw the tree was ood for God more than counterbalances “an the Edenic Fru 
od, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat.”’ dwellers did. Indeed our Lord, though you are not mo} 


(Gen. 3:6). Eve ate because she did not believe free as yet from the commission of sin, sees in 
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your act such high spiritual worth that he counts 
as your own, your very own, the righteousness of 
Jesus in lieu of your God-given faith in His Word. 

But what of the naturalist? He believes in some 
sort of a spirit resurrection, but denies the resur- 
rection of a glorified body of flesh and bones such 
as the disciples saw. By his speculation with nature 
he decides against the miraculous, denies God’s 
Word, limits his power and makes him subordinate 
to his own creation. Hence we conclude him to be 
like mother Eve, an unbeliever. Their views are 
substantially the same, merely reversed. The 
original sinners looked at nature and decided that 
a live body could not die. The modern naturalist 
looks at nature and concludes that a dead body 
cannot live. How dishonoring to the Word of an 
allwise, allpowerful, loving God! : 

Faith in the resurrection not only glorifies our 
once dishonored Lord, it also: 


2. Makes Possible Salvation To 
God’s Chosen People. 


The Father’s covenant with the Son included 
the gift of a people dead in sin, hopeless, helpless 
and lost; a people, who because of their nature, 
were unable to meet the perfect standard required 


of them by a holy code of laws. Instead of being 


saved by obedience to the commandments, by the 
commandments they were shut up unto death. Now 
aman can no more get life by a law that has 
condemned him to die than an electrocuted criminal 
can get life by the electric chair. But if the gover- 
nor has promised to spare his life and return him 
again as a gift to some loved one he can and must, 
by virtue of his word, save him by an act of grace. 
Even so with God. Those whom he promised to the 
Son must be saved. His own integrity demands it. 
For this reason salvation ‘‘is of faith that it might 
be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure 
to all the seed.”? (Rom. 4:16). 

This plan of redemption brings comfort and 
cheerful assurance to an otherwise fearful and 
trembling heart. The world, the flesh and the devil 
so constantly tempting us to sin, makes salvation 
impossible were it not by faith. But our Lord has 
designed a plan specially fitted to our needs. Then 
let us trust in Christ’s imputed righteousness and 
not our own goodness. Jesus says, “Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your father which is in 
heaven is perfect.’”? (Matt. 5:48). For you this is 
impossible! But Christ, your substitute, has met 
the demands. He was perfect in your stead, and 
God has accepted his perfection as your perfection. 

None of the patriarchs, prophets or apostles 
were saved on the basis of their good works. These 
saintly men, in spite of their close walk with the 


Lord, were at times influenced by sinful appetites, 


aspirations and fears. But the commission of some 
offense did not influence them to renounce their 
Christian hope as many apparently do when they 
fall into temptation. Being assured, by God’s 
infallible Word, that the gift was not by works, 
but through the righteousness of faith,” they 
trudged on sometimes tripping, along their journey, 
over the vexacious stumblingstones of Satan, yet 
hever despairing of salvation through Christ Jesus. 
We do not say this to cheer you on in persistent 
sin, but to promote in you, as a stumbler, greater 
Christian hope, one of the many means by which 
active endeavor toward obedient sonship is stimu- 
lated. Don’t become disheartened by your unsteady, 
clumsy walk. In many instances this happens when 
one fails to differentiate between law and grace. 
ruit is a result of life and not a means, and is 
more or less meager and faulty in the young 


Christian’s life. By fertilization the production and 


quality are improved. Prayer, good associates, 
Bible-reading and regular church attendance are 
the spiritual plant foods available to the young, 
tender and faltering Christian. Enrich with these 
for rugged growth and abundant, fertile fruit 
will be God’s harvest in your life. Be not dis- 
couraged at your scrawny, wormy fruit! God has 
ordained that salvation should be “by grace 
through faith,” to the end that it might be sure 
to such spiritual weaklings as you and me. “Only 
use not your liberty for an occasion to the flesh.” 
(Gal. 5:18). Instead live happily in pursuit of 
those things that are well pleasing to our Most 
Gracious Heavenly Father. | 

Finally faith in the glorified, bodily resurrection 
of Jesus: 


3. Makes Possible God’s Plan Of 
Revealing His Merciful Nature 
In The Life To Come. 


Far back in the dateless past God created in- 
telligent beings who did not know the qualities of 
his nature. To these he revealed his justice in the 
preparation of hell for the devil and his angels. 
But other virtues were hidden in his being. He is 
gracious. To reveal this quality he purposed that 
sinners should be saved by faith in the resurrection, 
“That in the ages to come he might show the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus.” (Eph. 2:7). 

It is evident then that salvation cannot be by 
works. If justification is obtained by fruit-bearing 
deliverance from the horrible consequences of sin 
is “not reckoned of grace, but of debt.” (Rom. 
4:4). Indeed, if our faith, the instrumental cause 
of justification, was a natural ability we could 
claim salvation as a compensation for doing good 
and thus defeat his purpose. But faith itself “is 


a gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8). Salvation in all of its 


essential parts is a free and unmerited gift. Jesus 
was freely “delivered for our offenses, and raised 
again for our justification.” (Rom. 4:25). But 
his death and resurrection alone are not sufficient 
for salvation. The sinner must believe effectively. 
An impossibility! But our Lord ‘graciously solves 
his problem. The Holy Spirit, without moral charge, 
illuminates the sinner’s soul, applying in full the 
plan purposely designed to reveal the amazing 
grace of God. 

In closing this article may we caution you never 
to speak disparagingly of miracles. They have a 
divine place in the scheme of salvation. There must 
be an element in the Bible transcending our knowl- 
edge of natural law. Faith in God’s Word cannot 
be tested by sight or something reasonable to man 
on the basis of experience. Divest the Bible of its 
supernatural character and redemption is im- 
possible: No miracles, no faith; no faith, no 
salvation. 

May we also exhort you to walk humbly with 
the Lord. In this meditation we have seen him re- 
vealing his merciful disposition toward the lost, 
meeting their every need by the once offered and 
accepted sacrifice of Jesus. On every hand we 
were confronted with the freeness of his grace. 
Let us be kept daily in remembrance of: this 
deeply precious truth to the end that we might 
walk circumspectly before God and man that our 
Lo'd’s name might be glorified in us, as dear 
children. 


*Pastor of the Taylorsville Presbyterian Church, 
Taylorsville, N. C. 
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A Great Country Church 
By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. — 


The question of the best place to spend a va- 
cation is always a difficult one for a minister. 


Some prefer to go to a graduate school for a 


month, and brush up on modern theological 
thoucht. Some feel that it is best to go to our 


Conferences at Montreat or one of the other — 


Conference locations. Some believe it is best to 
spend this month given by our churches for a va- 
cation in some spot where there is auietness, and 
a place for relaxation and reading. This summer I 
had the opportunity to choose a quiet spot in a 
country manse and I selected it without hesitation. 


This tranquil country manse and church is lo- 
cated in Maury County, Tennessee,‘ about four 
miles from Columbia. Its present pastor is the Rev. 
D. L. O’Neal. Mr. O’Neal has been here approxi- 
mately a year and has done a remarkable work 
during this short period. 

The origin and history of this church, known 
as Zion Presbyterian Church, is most fascinating. 
The story of this organization goes back to the 
parent church located near Kingstree, S. C. This 
Presbyterian Church sent ont from its membership 
the original founders of Zion Church in Maury 
County, Tennessee, in 1805. This country was in 
a wilderness state when these Presbyterian people 
arrived with no settlement in it older than a year. 
The veople boucht a large tract of land here and 
the first thing they did was to erect “a House for 
Public Worship”. It was not long until death 
visited the group and a plot of ground was set 
aside for a cemetery. For nearly a century and 
a quarter these two locations have been dear to the 
peorle of Maury County. All roads in this section 
lead to Zion. : 

There are several factors that contributed to 
make this church great. As we read its records the 
first factor we observe is that discipline was con- 
sistently administered. This Church near the time 
of its organization laid down certain rules to 
regulate its practices. Rule number 10 reads “As 
honor and interest of religion is deeply affected by 
the conduct of professors, the session shall care- 
fully and diligently watch over the morals of those 
who are members of the Church, and reprove, 
admonish, counsel, and instruct them as necessity 
may reouire.”’ The session not only formulated 


these rules but they also enforced them. The first 


case occurred within three months after these rules 
were adopted. This case was a charge brought 
against a couple of married people living un- 
happily together, and unbecoming the Christian 
character, “in so much as at a time he struck her.” 
The husband came forward and acknowledged the 
charge, expressed sorrow and repentance, and 
promised amendment, which was satisfactory to 
the Session. 

The old Session records give many examples 
proving that rule number 10 was never allowed to 
“slumber or sleep” or become a dead letter from 
lack of enforcement. Again and again the mem- 
bers of the church, and even the officers, were 
brought before the Session for the slightest de- 
fection from the straight and narrow path of 
Christian living. One who read these old session 
records commented: “The result of the exercise 
by the Session of its rights, power, and duty to 
discivline the flock over which its members were 
spiritual rulers justifies the conclusion that such 
course is to be commended rather than the laxity 


displayed by Sessions these days. A very large per 
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cent of litigation arises from ill-will between men, 
which is the root of much evil, and these old 
elders by digging up this root prevented fruitage 


in bitter law suits. Moreover, the moral effect on 


the community at large was wholesome. Eve 

member knew that if he or she did anything wrong 
it would have to be confessed in the open. Failure 
to attend the services of the church and especially 
to commune was invariably followed by admonition, 
citation, justification, and satisfaction. This served 
to impress upon all the paramount importance of 
the worship of God and communion with Christ. 
Never was the judgment of the Session harsh, but 
always tender, compassionate and restorative.” 

The second factor that made this Christian croup 
great was its sovereign interest in missions. When 
Zion Church was organized foreign missions were 
not as now understood to mean missions solely 
in foreign lands but referred to needy and destitute 
fields in both America and lands across the sea, 
It was among the first to form a missionary s0- 
ciety to act in connection with our Presbyterian 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions at Nash- 
ville. Zion’s interest in missions has always flour- 
ished. Her members have displayed great love for 
this cause in their study of foreign mission work 
and by making liberal contributions for its pro- 
motion. 

The third factor contributing to the greatness 
of the Zion Church has been its interest in evan- 
gelism. An examination of these old records of 
Zion discloses that special meetings or revivals 
were held each year in this church. Sometimes the 
pastor would lead the meetings and other times 
a visiting minister was invited to lead. The records 
also disclose that this evangelistic spirit extended 
to the Negroes. The members of Zion Church felt 
their responsibility to the colored peowle and de- 
cided to discharge it by giving them Christian in- 
struction, explaining especially the plan of sal- 
vation, and also a Christian example to this 
imitative race. Soon after the Civil War, the Negro 
communicants outnumbered the white and con- 
cluded to withdraw and form Salem Church near 
by. This Negro church is still functioning today. 


In selecting the present pastor the pulpit com- 
mittee of Zion Church searched for a minister 
with an evangelistic spirit and a record for soul 
winning. They made no mistake when they selected 
the Rev. D. L. O’Neal for during the first year of 
service at Zion forty new members have been 
added to its roll. 

The fourth factor that has been a basic in- 
fluence in contributing to the greatness of Zion 
Church, has been its sound doctrinal preaching. In 
a recent conversation with a former pastor of this 
church he remarked: “Never within the walls of 
this church has an uncertain sound been heard, 


but sound doctrine has been preached from the 


time that the Rev. James W. Stephenson, its first 
pastor and organizer, began to witness here to this 


very day.” The members of this body have been 


fed strong spiritual food and as a result Zion 
Church has many strong Christian characters in its 
membership and wherever its members in the 
providence of God have moved they have become 
leaders in other churches. 

The history of Zion Church and its people is 3 


_ demonstration of how God fulfills every promise 


to bless those who honor Him and put Him first 
in their thoughts. It is also an object lesson dis- 
closing to us the essential factors in the building 
of a great church. The gates of hell shal] never 
prevail against a church like this. ) 
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BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D.“ 
Sprinkling In Types, 
Realities, Symbols. 


Attention has been called to the fact that 
neither the word “immerse” nor any of the deriva- 


tives occurs anywhere in the Bible, while the word — 


“sprinkle” in its various forms appears 41 times 
in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers, and six times 
in Hebrews. It appears elsewhere also, but it is 
because of its typical character in these four books 
that mention is made of occurrences there. 

Both blood and water were sprinkled as types of 
New Testament realities; one quotation of each 
(out of many that might be given) will be made. 
“He shall sprinkle (the blood) upon him that is 
to be cleansed’”—Lev. 14:7. “‘A clean person shall 
take hyssop and dip it in the water, and sprinkle 
it upon . . . the persons’—Num. 
case, prepared water was sprinkled for purifi- 
cation. 

In the New Testament Dispensation, the blood 
is still sprinkled, as the following quotations will 
show: “having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience”—Heb. 10:22; “the blood of sprink- 
ling’—Heb. 12:24; “sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ” —I Pet. 1:2. 


Argument From Analogy. 

It is the Holy Spirit who supplies by sprinkling 
the cleansing, purifying Blood to the sinful soul— 
“sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 
1:2). This work of the Holy Spirit was symbolized 
by the baptism with water, as was shown in the 
previous article on “The Holy Spirit and Water.” 
Then the water, too, must have been sprinkled in 
the New Testament baptism, to conform to the 
mode of application of the real purifier, the 
Blood of the Lamb of God (see the references in 
the preceding paragraphs.) | 

Argument From Presumption. 

Since the Blood was applied the same way 
(sprinkled) in both the Old and the New Testa- 
ment Dispensations, the presumption is that the 
water applied by sprinkling in the Old Testament 
Dispensation would be applied the same way in 
the New Testament Dispensation unless there 
were clear and definite instructions to the con- 
trary (and there are none). This presumption 
ls made stronger by the fact that the water 
symbolizes the Blood in both Old and New Testa- 
ments (see preceding paragraphs). If a change in 
the mode of application of the water had been 
intended in the New Testament Dispensation, 
would it not have been indicated? 

A Substantial Demonstration. 

That affusion is the Bible mode of water 

baptism is beautifully shown by Dr. John W. Prim- 
rose in his “‘Presbyterian Church.” He first speaks 
of the prophetic typical sacrifice of Num. 19, as 
the red heifer is burned and her ashes used in 
the preparation of the water for impurity (verse 
17: “For an unclean person, they, shall take the 
ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, 
and running water shall be put thereto in a 
vessel.”) This prepared water is sprinkled upon 
defiled people (verse 19: “shall sprinkle upon the 
unclean,’’) 
This sprinkling, the writer of Hebrews calls 
“baptism” (Heb. 9:10: “divers baptisms,” as it is 
in the Greek; see the third paragraph under 
Synonyms” of the first article of this series, “The 
Bible Mode of Water Baptism.”) —_ 


19:18. In this. 


This typical baptism (applying to the defiled 
one the typical sacrifice of the red heifer) re- 
stored to the unclean the privilege of worshippers 
where Jehovah met with His people. ‘‘As the ashes 
were the type of the one true Sacrifice, so (sprink- 
ling) the water which contained the ashes was the 
type of the one real baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, by Whom is applied to us the Blood of 
Jesus” (“sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus Christ” 
Pet. 1:2). 

Putting these into parallel] columns makes this 
presentation practically a demonstration. 


Types Realities Symbols 
(Before the Cross) 1. The Sacrifice of (Since the Cross) 
1. The burning of the Son of God __si1. The Lord’s 

the Red Heifer. on Calvary. Supper. 


2. Sprinkling with 2. The Baptism 


2. Water Baptism. 
the water of the Holy Spirit 


_ purification (one (applying the 
of the “divers Blood by | 
baptisms” of “springling.” 
Heb. 9:10.) I. Pet. 1:2.) 


(Every item of this table is taken from the 
Bible: there is no controversy about a single one 
of them—unless it be by those Immersionists who 
contend that water baptism is not a symbol of the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit. This matter was con- 
sidered in the preceding article in this series on 
“The Holy Spirit and Water.’’) 

In type, the water in sprinkled (one of the 
“divers baptisms” of Heb. 9:10). The real baptism 
with the Holy Spirit is accomplished through 
the sprinkling of the Blood (Heb. 10:22; 12:24; 
I. Pet. 1:2—all of these are quoted in the third 
paragraph hereof). It is thus seen that affusion 
(sprinkling) in the symbolic baptism agrees with 
the commanded mode of application of the water 
in the type, and with the revealed mode of appli- - 
cation of the Blood in the real baptism. 
Unavoidable Conclusion. 


In view of the concordance, the harmony, the 
parallelism of the symbol, water baptism, with the 
type and the reality, as shown above, nothing 
short of an unmistakable, clear, definite, and 
positive command of Scripture would justify a 
departure from sprinkling as the evidently in- 
tended mode of applying water in symbolic bap- 
tism. No such command can be found in Scripture. 
On the contrary, as shown herein, and in the two 
previous articles in this series, the evidence is 
overwhelmingly against such departure and in 
favor of sprinkling. 


The Case For Affusion 
(Sprinkling) 


1. It harmonizes Scripture and harmonizes with 
Scripture—is in no case antagonistic thereto. It is 
continually cropping out all through the Bible— 
not dependent for proof upon a few detached 
passages, and continues to let the New Testament 
be the full-grown flower of which the Old Testa- 
ment is the bud, not ignoring the Old Testament 
in an effort to establish an entirely new procedure. 

It is a fulfillment of Ezek. 36:25—“I will 
sprinkle clean water upon you.” Baptism by Im- 
mersion would ignore this part of this prophecy. 
Unquestionably, the rest of the prophecy of Ezekiel 
36:25-27 has had partial fulfillment at and since 
Pentecost in the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
Surely, then, the type (of the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit—water baptism) predicted in the 
sprinkling of clean water in verse 25, has been 
similarly fulfilled in the baptism with water. 
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Affusion is absolutely required by Heb. 9:10. 
These “divers washings’? (Greek “‘divers baptisms’’) 
can be no other than the purifyings and cleansings 
of Leviticus and Numbers which were invariably 
performed by sprinkling. 

2. Affusion explains the record about John the 
Baptist without any unanswered questions about 
the record of his mission and his work. 

3. It shows the Lord Jesus, in His baptism, fully 
obedient to the practices He (as the Jehovah of 
= ag Testament) had ordained for the priest- 

ood. 

4. It puts water baptism into its true Bible 
place as the symbol and type of the one true 
baptism, that with the Holy Spirit. (Immersionists 
recognize immersion as so foreign to the mode of 
baptism with the Holy Spirit that they practically, 
if they do not entirely, eliminate baptism with 
water as related in any way to the baptism with 
the Holy Spirit.) 

5. Since the Blood of Jesus Christ is applied 
to us by sprinkling (‘“‘sprinkling of the Blood of 
Jesus Christ’”—I Pet. 1:2,) and since all related 
types in the Old Testament that apply water 
and/or blood, do it by sprinkling, the only con- 
clusion possible as to the mode of application of 
the element (water) that typifies or symbolizes 
the application to us of the cleansing blood is that 
it is by sprinkling. 

6. Water baptism by sprinkling fills what would 
otherwise be a blank in that beautiful picture of 
six parts drawn from Scripture by Dr. John W. 
Primrose. Five of the six parts are beyond ques- 
tion. If water baptism were by immersion (which 
has no relation to the Old Testament type nor to 


the real, the true baptism—that with the Holy 
Spirit,) the picture would be incomplete. | 


7. Affusion (sprinkling) is as the salvation jt 
symbolizes, of universal application, simple, as 
immediately available at the North Pole as at the 
Equator, and has no ostentatious display of will- 
worship. Immersion would be impracticable for 
prisoners in jail, for desert countries, and for 
multitudes coming to one man (as in the case of 
John the Baptist,) and would be impossible for 


many of those who receive their Saviour on beds. 


of. fatal illness. Did the Lord Jesus institute a 
sacrament that it was ever physically impossible 
to administer? 


It is believed that the case is made out for all 
who are seeking Bible truth and will accept 
nothing that is not in accord therewith. This is 
a Bible doctrine that must be determined by the 


whole Bible and the practice of the whole Bible, — 


and not by dictionaries and other extra-biblica] 
souurces. 


God has never left man to devise any detail of 
His worship, but has directed carefully, definitely, 
and explicitly what He wanted done and how He 
wanted it done. Immersion is not in the Bible pic- 
ture. We cannot believe God wanted man to add to 


God’s worship something foreign to His whole. 


Word. If He wanted water baptism performed by 
a mode different from all His types and illustra- 
tions and explicit commands, would He not have 
said so? 


*Pastor of the Sibley Presbyterian Church, 


| Augusta, Ga. 


The Universal Church Versus A 
Universal Organization Of The Church 


By Rev. John C. Williams* 


Reprint from pamphlet issued by The Evangelical Fel- 
locuship, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa. Printed for free distribu- 
tion to the ministers and elders of the United Presbytc- 
rian Church. 


The subject of Church Union is once again 
before the minds of all United Presbyterians. The 
Union of our denomination with the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., was before the highest courts of 
both Churches from 1928 to 1934. In this latter 
year the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., voted in 
favor of the Union while our Church voted against 
it. The booklet, “‘The Basis of Union,’”’ was placed 
in the hands of the Clerk of our General Assembly, 
and the Committee was dismissed. 


The decision of our General Assembly, “‘the su- 
preme judicial, legislative, and administ.ative court 
of the Church” (Chapter XVII., Section 73, of the 
Book of Government) was not acceptable to every 
member of the Church, and the question has been 
revived. A new committee of seven members was 
authorized at the last General Assembly, of whom 
five were appointed, “‘to keep in such touch with 
the movements looking toward closer relationship 
of all churches but especially those of the Presby- 
terian Order as will enable the Committee to keep 
the Assembly fully informed concerning them.” 
(Minutes of General Assembly, 1942, page 675.) 


The purpose of my message to you this morning 
is not to rehearse the history of the proposed 
Union between our Church and the Presbyterian 
Church, North. To do this would be to deal with 
but a side issue of the great and far more im- 
portant question of the Church Universal. The 
vaster and the more important question is this: 
Should we have a Universal Organization of the 
Church?” This is fundamental, and if we can 
find the true Biblical and historical answer to this 
great question, we shall be able to deal with the 
smaller questions concerning Union of two de 
nominations which seem so much alike. 


For a text I have not only chosen the passage 
from John 17:20-24, which is the central passage 
on the Unity of Christ’s Church, but have taken 
also from the Confession of Faith, the definition 
ric the Church Universal. That definition is as 
ollows: 


“The visible Church, which is also Catholic © 
or Universal under the Gospel, consists of all 
those throughout the world, that profess the 
true religion, together with their children.” 
of Faith—Chapter 25, Paragraph 


This definition of the Church is taken from 4 
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document often discredited in our day and by 


not a few declared archaic. That document ‘is 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. And yet we 
challenge anyone, narrow or broad, as he or his 
associates may think, to give us a definition of the 
Church more true to the fact, or in terms more 
general or universal. | | 


Some may honestly hesitate, others may cavil 
over the phrase, “the true religion.” But the 
hesitance will disappear and the cavil will appear 
specious when we recognize the fact that the 
’authors of this Confession considered the Church 
in the terms of the Christian religion. | - 


There are many religions. Any standard almanac 
will tabulate religion under two divisions, the 
Christian and the non-Christian. In the latter di- 
vision will be found the Hebrew, the Mohammedan, 
the Buddhist, the Hindu, the Taoist, the Shintoist, 
the Animist and others. In no way can any of these 
be designated as Christian. Nor would any of their 
millions of adherents consent to be called Chris- 


tian, Nor would any of their millions of adherents 


consent to be called Christian, or be considered 
within the place of the Church. There are many re- 
ligions, but one Church. And when we discuss the 
question of a universal Church, we can consider 


- only the adherents of the Christian religion. The 


people of no other religion claim a place in the 
Church as that term is used in the Christian sense. 


This Church is universal. It includes all people, 
in all denominations and in no denomination, who 
profess the Christian religion, and the children of 
all these people. 


This is strictly in accord with the teaching of 
the New Testament. The Church is the body of 
Christ. As such it is constituted of all those who 
are related to Christ. Its one condition of member- 
ship is an experience of the life of Christ. It has 
no other condition. Social standing, financial re- 
sources, intellectual. attainments, moral worth, 
theological beliefs have no place in determining 
the status of any in the Universal Church. Rather, 
people of social standing and of no social recog- 
nition, the rich and the poor and all between these 
extremes, the learned and the unlearned, the 
theologian and the saint who knows no distinctions 
in faith are on exactly the same standing in the 
Church Universal. 
This is the desire and the purpose of Christ. In 
His intercessory prayer He offered the petition: 
“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in 
Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in 
Us; that the world may believe that Thou. hast sent 
Me.”” It was Christ’s wish that His Church, through 
all the centuries‘and o’er all the world, should he.a 
united and harmonious fellowship. 


 Christ’s prayer, “that they all may be as 


Me, and I in Thee,” is a 


Paul’s conception of the Church 


the. whole family .(Church) -in heaven -and ‘earth 


is named” (Ephesians 3:14). Paul’s central thought 
about the Church was the personal relation of each 
believer to Christ, brought about through faith. 
And by faith the apostle always means that, in the 
exercise of which, each soul enters for itself into 
spiritual fellowship with Christ, partakes of the 
Holy Spirit, realizes itself as a spiritual child of 
God, and is already a sharer of God’s nature. It 
is to be noticed that in the unity here described 
Paul links those “in heaven’ with those “on 
earth.” That unity is in the nature of God. So all 
believers alive today are one with the apostles, 


though they are now at the throne, and with all — 


who through the ages have gone to be with Christ. 
Paul limits the idea of the Church to those in whom 
fellowship with Christ is found. But this fellowship 
being found, the members of the Church may have 
been Jew or Gentile, bond or free, irrespective of 
nationality, previous religious affiliation, social 
condition, preference of form, alive today or “at 
home with the Lord,” all in whom this fellowship 
of nature exists are one with Christ and one with 
each other. The Church Universal, therefore, is 
necessarily, inherently, a unity. ' 


It is in being made to drink into the “one Spirit” 
of Jesus that the unity of the Church exists, not in 
any organization, or form or ecclesiastical system. 
By virtue of a common faith in Christ all Chris- 
tians are sons of God, brethren of one Saviour and 
of each other. The Christian Church is, in all her 
members throughout all her branches, essentially 
the Unity for which Christ prayed. 


The unity of the Chota fixed in the plan and 
purpose of Christ, is in harmony with the Divine 
order. Unity is the underlying principle of the uni- 
verse and is evident in every department of God’s 
work. In the kingdom of inanimate matter is found 
the unifying principle of the Law of Form. Every- 
thing, from a grain of sand to the giant moun- 
tain, is under the domination of this law. In the 
vegetable kingdom the unifying principle is Life. 
Everything in this realm, from the grain of wheat 
to the sturdy oak, is brought into kinship by this 
fact of Life. In the animal world the_ unifying 
principle is. instinct. In every animal, from the | 
weakest to the strongest, this principle is present 
and. in operation in ‘varying degrees. In the king- 
dom of man the unifying principle is Spirit. It is 
this that makes man kin of God and brings him 
into fellowship with God. “Spirit with spirit can 


meet.” | 
= ‘This ‘same Divine order, operative in all the 
universe, is operative .in the new creation called 
the Church. In this realm the unifying principle is 
common faith in Jesus Christ. 


There is another principle everywhere operative 
in the. Divine Economy. It is the principle of di- 
versity in unity. This also is found in every realm. 
Myriads of snowflakes, but no two identical in 
form. The leaves of the trees, the blossoms that 
beautify the orchard, are all different in shape and 
color. In the animal world there is illimitable di- 
versity. So in the realm of man. Millions of human 
beings in the world today, yet no two exactly alike. 
The unifying principle is in all. All think, all feel, 
all will. But all do not think the same thoughts, 
feel the same emotions, will the same decisions 
OF 
- One of the ‘distinguishing characteristics of the 
Divine Order is diversity. Man, limited in his 
vision, as in his power, is committed ‘to uniformity. 
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God, the unlimited, delights in variety. “No matter 
where you find Turner’s sunsets, you can recognize 


- them; he mixes the same colors and with the same 


brushes lays them on canvas. Turn your eyes west- 
ward at the close of day and see God’s sunsets! 
These are not the colors that you saw last night; 
here is a pattern that was never seen before.” 


This principle of diversity in unity obtains in 
the spiritual realm. Peter and John and Paul are 
one in their faith and loyalty to their Lord and one 
in their purpose to advance the cause of Christ, 
but they are different in personality, in perspec- 
tive and in power. 


As the Universal Church grew in numbers those 
of mutual taste and temperament came together. 
One in love and one-in faith, yet distinct in the 
manner of declaring that love and expressing that 
faith. This is true of the family life and of lovers. 
No two boys ever expressed their faith in their 
parents in the same way. No two lovers declared 
their love in the sgme terms. 


Within the Church Universal there may be 
groups, called denominations, that establish con- 
ditions of membership within those respective de- 
nominations. These conditions may be based on 
doctrines, or policy, or practices, but they are local 
and individualistic. They concern the standing of 
the Christian in the denomination and not his re- 
lation to the Church Universal. The Baptist de- 
nomination will not enroll in its membership those 
who believe.in the validity of infant baptism or 
sprinkling, but will not deny their right to a place 
in the Church. The Episcopal Church will not enroll 
a non-Episcopal clergyman in its orders, but it 
does not deny the legitimacy of his ordination or 
his.ministerial standing in the Church Universal. 


Differ as Christians may in groups or in de- 
nominations, they are one in faith and hope and 
love in Christ. The differences are matters of or- 
ganization, not of organism; of practice, not of 
life; of procedure, not of faith. 


The Church is now Universal. It has “One Lord, 
One Faith, One Baptism, One God and Father of 
us all.” “Ye are builded together upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 


_ Himself being the chief corner stone.” The Church 


of Christ is today a unity. No diversity of name, 
no consideration of doctrines, no differences as 
to policy can disturb that unity. The very diversity 
that obtains is a mighty witness, as well as a 
bond, of the essential unity. 


Is it essential that the Universal Church should 
have a Universal Organization? As a theory, a uni- 


versal organization of the Church is attractive. But. 


it is merely a theory, a dream of impossible reali- 
zation, as long as the constitution of man remains 
what it is and the natural order of things abides. 


There will be a time when a new heavens and a 
new earth shall be for the children of God. That 
is in God’s order and in the fullness of time it will 


‘be realized. But the mighty have fallen in their 
attempts to anticipate God and to force His action. — 


A universal organization of the Church could be 
brought about only by mechanical pressure. If and 
when it comes (and the signs point to such a uni- 
versal organization of the Church) it will be arti- 
ficial at the best and merely superficial. Unity 
comes through the indwelling of the Spirit of God 


and in spiritual fellowship with Christ. It is vaip 
to attempt to force thought and worship into a uni- 
form organization. Uniformity, often mistaken for 
unity, is at once shallow and impossible. Unity 
is only promoted by endeavoring to lead men 
everywhere to faith—that faith by which the in. 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit is obtained and fellow- 
ship with Christ is secured. This and this only will 
secure that unity which is large enough to satisfy 
the cravings of the human soul and real enough 
to “provoke unto love and good works.” : 


A universal organization of the Church might be 
of value as an expression of sentiment. But the 
value as an expression would not compensate for 
the loss that would attend the merging of all 
Christians and Christian denominations into a uni- 
versal organization. That loss would be evident in 
many things. 


First. In the curtailment of individual liberty 
and of social freedom. It is in the constitution of 
the race that individuals associate with individuals 
of kindred thought and feeling and purpose. This 
is the universal law of natural selection. Any 
forced organization of the Church would do vio- 
lence to this natural order of things. Establish a 
universal organization of the Church in this 
generation and one of three things is inevitable. 


A. Unless a new force unknown to the Christian 
and non-Christian world changes human nature, 
within a few generations you will have more di- 
visions in Christendom than you have today. 


B. It will create in Protestantism a Hierarchy 
equal to that of the Roman Catholic Church in 
order to force upon its people its thought, forms 
and laws. To do this the final step with such a 
Hierarchy will be an alliance or coalition with 
Rome. This step will be inevitable. It is not only 
seen in the growing “brotherly Christian fellow- 
ship” with the Priesthood of the Roman Catholic 
Church, but it is historically seen in the close al- 
liance of the Church of England with the Church 
of Rome since the Lambeth Conferences of 1920- 
30. And of course it is quite clear that we cannot 
have a universal organization of the Church and 
leave out the Roman Catholic Church. , 


Cc. Or, having destroyed individual liberty, it 
will create a Totalitarian Organization. This must 
be obvious. The leaders in a universal organization 
will demand -utmost allegiance to their will and 
their thought in carrying out Christ’s program, 
even though their will and thought be the opposite 
of what Chirst has taught. The Scribes and the 
Pharisees and the Elders of the People did it in 
Christ’s day and in His Church, and given the 
opportunity, the elders of the Church will do it in 
any day. 


A cardinal postulate of Christianity is the liberty 
of its people. Exercising that liberty Christian peo- 
ple have exerted the right to express the one faith 
in Christ in their own way and to worship God 
according to the dictates of their own consciences. 
To take away this right is to deal a death stroke 
to the Church. You cannot make a Calvin out of 
Arminius, but both are Christians and they are 
one in Christ. You cannot force a Quaker to 
worship God in the use of liturgical] service, but 
the Quaker is a Christian as is the Episcopalian, 
and both are one in Christ. You cannot establish 
a universal organization of the Church without in- 
fringing on individual liberty and freedom. To do 
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this would resulf immediately in either a spiritual 
deadness within the Church, or “a seething discon- 
tent like inner fires seeking vent at every joint 
and fissure.” 


Second. The second loss that would result from 
a universal organization of the Church would be in 
her witness to the great truths of Christianity. 
These truths are too big and too broad for any 
individuals or any group of individuals to grasp in 
their totality. Compromise would be necessary. 
Standing on the shores of the great sea of Divine 
truth, whose waves sweep on, whose waters are for 
the healing of humanity, Augustine and Calvin see 
a part of it; Arminius and Wesley see a part; 
Luther and Erasmus see a part. Each registers 
what he sees, and so great verities of faith are 
magnified. But it is in the vision of all, that we 
get a composite conception of truth and duty. You 
cannot establish a universal organization without 
circumscribing the vision of the seers of the 
Church, and who will dare to declare there will 
be no more? Perspective is in measure a matter 
of position. Bring all men into conformity to one 
organization, and you limit their independent 
seeing. 


Third. A third loss that would be entailed by a 
universal organization of the Church would be in 
the enthusiasm and efficiency of the Church in 
service. Limit the vision of men, and you immedi- 
ately dampen enthusiasm and restrain, if not 
hinder, service. Efficiency becomes a “beating of 
the air,’? and service, backbreaking slavery. The 
great missionary enterprises would suffer. To take 
the members of one church and unite them in a 
mass missionary movement, you remove the 
personal interest and the sacrificial incentive. The 
Inter-Church World Movement went to pieces on 
this rock. Take from a single denomination that 
which in the labor of love they have built in 
faith and served with their substance and with 
their sons and daughters and place their devotion 
unto death into the hands of a larger and probably 
an unknown group, and you cut the cords of 
passion for the lost, and the love of those that 
builded. Once you lose this individual vision and 


passion of the one denomination within the larger 


organization, you cut some blessed cords which 
must inevitably rend asunder the vision and the 
passion of the whole group. 


Fourth. A fourth loss would come to the 
Church by identifying the Church with ecclesiasti- 
cism. The Church is not: to be identified with any 
ecclesiastical institution, organization or form. We 


cannot identify the Universal Church with any 


ecclesiastical organization, so as to say, “‘Lo, here 
It is!” or “Lo, there!” At this very moment when 
men are talking about Church Union and a Uni- 
versal Organization of the Church, the Church of 


Jesus Christ is silently asserting its supremacy - 


independently of all forms of ecclesiasticism. This 
does not undervalue churches as societies of Chris- 
tian men. Such societies are necessary, in some 
form, as the exponents of Christian action, but. to 
substitute the one for the other is to. mistake the 
form for the substance and to accept the letter 
which killeth for the Spirit which giveth life, 


The unity of the Church is in the indwelling of 
the Spirit of God and in spiritual fellowship with 
Christ. Where that indwelling and fellowship do 
not exist, no schemes that have theological or 
ecclesiastical sameness as their end can do aught 


to establish unity. On the other hand, where that 


~ 


spiritual indwelling and fellowship do exist, such 
schemes can do little other than endanger men’s 
estimate of the value and importance of the cen- 
tral and animating principle of unity — the in- 


dwelling of the Spirit and fellowship with the Son 
of God. 


In the very nature of the case it is inevitable 
that sects shall exist. The Union of which many 
good men dream, which aims to obliterate sects, 
would produce, not Christian Unity, but dead uni- 
formity. History, like the Voice from the Wilder- 
ness, speaks to warn us. It states a fact and then 
asks a question. The fact: “We did have a Uni- 
versal Organization of the-Church. It did have 
one head, one form, one policy, one liturgy. It 
reigned over the earth for a thousand years. That 
church gave darkness, not light; iniquity, not 
righteousness. It silenced the voice of God’s Holy 
Word; obscured from the eyes of men the vision 
of the Son of God, the Only Saviour. It permitted 
iniquity to abound and sin to run like poison 
across the continent of Europe. Mightily did the 
Living Christ descend in judgment upon this Uni- 
versal Organization of the Church in order to give 
back to humanity the Scriptures, the Written 
Word, that they might come to ‘Know Him, Whom 
to know aright is life eternal’.”’ 


The question: “Do you want that again, not 
only in Europe, but in America and over all the 
world?” Surely each of us will say, “never again” 
—never the persecution and the torture—never 
the massacre of victims whose only sin, not before 
God, but before an Ecclesiastical Court, was that 
they wanted to worship God according to the 
dictates of their conscience and in the light of the 
Word of God. Let us never forget that this took 
place in the name of Church Unity. 


History would teach another lesson from these 
events. When the Christ, the Head, moved in judg- 
ment upon that corrupt Church, the Spirit of God 
gleaned from the Continent the finest of its wheat 
and sent it to a new and beautiful land, to the 
shores of the New World to build a United States 
of America where men could worship God accord- 


_ ing to the teachings of Holy Writ and the dictates 


of their conscience and not according to the dic- 
tates of any Ecclesiastic. It was Luther’s Hammer 
—where is it?—that tolled the Liberty Bell! The 
spirit of ecclesiasticism was broken, thank God, 
in this blessed land of ours. The United States of 
America, forty-eight distinct States forming “The 
More Perfect Union” is a formidable historical 
argument against Church Union. The spirit of 
ecclesiasticism is rising slowly but surely again and 
it is casting its long shadow of death across the 
Church of Jesus Christ, and it is this spirit we de- 
preciate and deplore and must, with every spiritual 
power granted us by Christ, strive against. 


Let us magnify the now-existing unity of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Let us move forward “all 
one body we, one in hope and charity” for the 
evangelization of the world, the task Christ gave 
His Church. This is the Church’s work and her only 
work. The days are passing, and men are hungry 
for Christ and the world is torn with bloodshed 
while the Church quibbles over new organizations. 
The trumpet sounds the reveille to all—believers 
of every name—‘“go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every ereature.” 


*Pastor of the United Presbyterian Church, 
Princeton, Ind. 
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Political Activities Of The Federal — 


Council Of Churches ._ 


- By Charles C. Dickinson* —_ 


The November 23 issue of The Washington 
Post carried a full page advertisement signed by 
the National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax 
and showing as its “constituent organizations,” 
The Federal Council of Churches, together with 
the Church League for Industrial Democracy, 
Townsend Plan, The American Civil Liberties 
Union and several other radical organizations 
asking for the abolishment of the poll tax. 

We have a capitation or poll tax in West Vir- 
ginia but it costs a large part of that collected 
to pay for the advertisement of those who do not 
pay. We feel that if a man is not willing to pay 
a dollar or two for the privilege of living in the 
United States with his family he should not have 
the right to make laws for those who comply with 
the law and pay the dollar or two, but that is 
not the thing about this advertisement that con- 
cerns me as a member of the Southern Presby- 


terian Church. These are the things that concern 


me: 
1. Was this advertisement authorized by a rep- 


#resentative of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 


and if so, did he have the authority of our Gen- 
eral Assembly to vote for it? 

2. Does the Southern Presbyterian Church, as 
a member of the Federal Council of Churches, 
want to publicly associate itself with the radical 
un-American organizations I have named above 
and others of the same ilk? ee 

3. This question of poll tax is purely a political 
question. Does our Southern Presbyterian Church 
want its church courts to become political forums? 


It is. too: late now to do-:anything about ‘this 
advertisement, but: our Church will have another 
meeting of the General Assembly, and it would 
seem that if the Federal Council of Churches. is 
to continue to be the spokesman of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church in _ political matters, the 
chosen representative. of its Presbyteries ought 
to be given a chance to discuss these political 
questions on the floor of the General Assembly 
in order that our representative on the Federal 
Council may know the views of his constituents 
on this and other political questions with regard 
to which the Federal Council. undertakes to rep- 
resent us; moreover, if democratic processes are 
to prevail, there should be unlimited debate on 
this and similar questions, and the delegates ought 
to come with the understanding that they are to 
stay two or three weeks and even longer if we 
have to wait until the acrimony of such a debate 
becomes sufficiently quiescent for a season of 
prayer and repentance to put their hearts in 
shape to discuss the primary purpose of the 
Church—the salvation of souls. < 

This war is bringing about a spiritual awaken- 
ing and a golden opportunity for our Church to 


- reap a rich harvest of souls; if we will stick to 


the historic faith of our Church and avoid any 
alliance with those who question that faith, or 
may bring politics into our church courts. This ‘is 
the earnest prayer of a layman. | . 


*Elder in the Malden Presbyterian - Church, 
Malden, W. Va. : 


Thou Bethlehem 


By Rev. Samuel McPheeters Glasgow, D.D. } 


“And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art 


not the least among the princes of Juda: for out 


of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my 
people Israel.’”’- (Matt. 2:6.) 

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from 
of old, from everlasting.”’ (Micah 5:2.) 


The heart of the world is thinking again about 
the Gift from the heart of God. Few factors in life 
can make the heart so tender as does its thought 
of God’s unspeakably gracious Gift—the Bethle- 
hem Babe. There is nothing more helpless than a 
little babe. New-born animals are far more capable. 
of self-protection than is the new-born man. As 
one who fathoms the deeper things of life has 
said: “We can not conceive of a more helpless 
person than a new-born infant coming into a world 
like ours with all its swiftly moving currents of 
life.’ And when we find that someone has pro- 
vided a mother’s arms, and a mother’s breast, and 
a mother’s heart for this tiny, helpless little life 
we may be certain of two things: First, that that 
provision is born of a heart of love and of ‘wisdom; 
second, that a heart. that has made this provision 

ill make all necessary provisions for those who 


may be the objects of His love. And we know 
that this heart is the heart of God. 

Not only is the world made tender by the 
coming of the Bethlehem Babe, but the world can 
be made unselfish as it bows and worships at the 
manger crib. As we pause there in quiet adoration 
for a little while, there are at least three great 
fundamental truths that emerge from the birth of 
Christ, in the, City of David centuries ago and 
prophesied by Micah seven centuries before it 
occurred. 


I. When Christ Is Born In Bethlehe 
The Humble Are Exalted. | 
A New Principle. 


Life is re-valued all along the line in the ligh 
of Bethlehem. The prophet recognizes it asa little 
homely village of a simple shepherd people, un- 


marked by the splendor and glamour of ancient 


Samaria, or of magnificent Jerusalem; and far 
from the busy commercial roads that crossed at. 
Capernaum. Yet God is purposing to take this 
quiet spot and focus the mind and heart and songs 
of the centuries upon it. The humble are. exalted.. 
. Mary, a. maiden of royal descent, and Joseph, 
likewise with purple blood in his veins, are both of 
them poor, and unmarked by any. human standards: 
of majesty. He is a carpenter and she a simple 
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artisan’s wife. The first. attendants about the 
humble. manger crib are. the skin-clad shepherds 
who have :left their midnight fire and their sheep 
in answer to the angels’ song. Later, wise kings of 
the Orient, who bring their royal gifts to this 
Child, find themselves prostrated and bowing low 
in humility in His Presence. Yes, all events sur- 
rounding the coming of this Christ Child are de- 
claring that the humble shall be exalted. God is at 
pains to use human means that are thought to be 
utterly inadequate in order that men may know 
that the power and glory are all His. 

You remember that one of the marks of the 
ministry of Christ was that the poor had the Gospel 
preached unto them, and concerning these glad 
tidings the Record says: “The humble shall hear 


thereof and be glad.” 


- Slip back with me for a few moments through 
history and note its constant confirmations. Few 
in this generation will remember that it was Pope 
Leo, X, who was the head of the great Roman 
Catholic Church in the 16th century when there 
arose a leadership in Germany that shook the very 
foundations of that corrupt organization: In strik- 
ing contrast, there is scarcely a child of us who 
does not know that Martin Luther, the humble 
German monk hazarded every human possession in 
order that he might be true to God and to the 
Gospel of Grace. The name of Martin Luther has 
become a byword, a synonym of glorious freedom 
and an urge to Holy living in all succeeding 
centuries. The humble are exalted. | 

- While there is some fluctuating romance about 
Queen Mary of the Scots, a pretty face and a 
pernicious character: thousands in old Scotia and 
throughout all the lands that love righteousness 
and that exalt Christ remember to honor the name 
of John Knox, a humble preacher and a fearless 
heart of that day. The humble are laid hold on by 
this Bethlehem Babe and lifted to peaks of honor. 

While men think of Pontius Pilate with mingled 
pity and scorn, millions bow the knee and the 
heart to the humble Christ Whom he selfishly and 
in cowardice condemned. 

Augustus Caesar sits upon the throne in the 
“eternal city’? and his sway is felt throughout the 
known world. A little Babe is born. His home is 
humble, his cradle is a stable’s manger, his land in 
a distant subject, Roman province. The centuries 
roll. Augustus, his might, his majesty, his splendor, 
and his greatness fade, and he is hidden away in 
the dust-covered volumes of history: but mfions 
upon millions enshrine in their hearts this e, 
His Gospel, His glorious Salvation, and d 
gladly suffer the loss of all things in order to €xalt 
His Holy Name. The humble are exalted. 

Il. A Ruler Is Given. A New Order. 

Yes, the prophet, and Matthew who quotes the 
prophet, are both explicit in declaring the Lordship 
of this new-born Babe. He is to be “Governor.” 
What a word for a world chaotic, driven in a thou- 
sand conflicting directions and torn between end- 
less appeals! Into such a world fundamentally rent 
with discord a God-given “Governor”? comes; yea, 
God Himself comes as Governor; a Ruler is given. 
A new order. 

An eminent clergyman from England some years 
ago was talking most earnestly to one of the 
greatest laymen of America, and they discussed 


the current. issues of the day in relation to the © 


deeper - spiritual life of the American nation. 
Finally, at a lull. in the conversation the American 
layman, who was indeed a seer with a clear eye, 
said to the eminent Englishman: “The supreme 


need of America is an Emperor.” The English 


clergyman, astonished at such a statement, said: 
‘“‘What! An emperor for Democratic America?” 
Yes,”’ repeated the thoughtful Christian layman, 


“an Emperor, and that Emperor is Christ.” A new 


order. 

On every side today we hear a unison of voices 
confirming this mighty diagnosis—America’s su-_ 
preme need is that some hand true enough, wise 
enough, and holy enough, may. order her affairs, 
compose her discords and harness and guide her 
mighty potentialities. You remember that Christ, 
when He stood before Pilate, and was accused of 
being an aspirant for the throne and, therefore, a 
rival of Caesar, was asked by Pilate whether He 
was a King. To the question, apparently so fraught 
with danger to His cause, Jesus replies, in effect: 
“Yes, I was born to be a King.”? And then He 


_ ventures a great spiritual statement in this strange 


presence and tells Pilate that His Kingdom is not 
one with earthly metes and bounds, with armies 
and navies and legislatures; that His Kingdom is 
the Kingdom of Truth, as wide as the needs of a 
broken world, and as boundless as the love of God. 
A Ruler is given. A new order. i 

Jesus came as Teacher, came to offer Himself 
a sacrifice for the race, to bear the sins of many, 
and to make intercession for the transgressors, 2nd 
He also came to compass the race and to govern 
and guide the human heart. He came to be the 
King indeed. A new order. 

Right marvelous it is how the years have given 
recognition to the royal Lordship of Jesus! May I 
quote for you the reputed statements of the great 
Napoleon that ‘are applicable just here? “Christ 
speaks and at once generations became His by 
stricter, closer ties than those of blood; by the 
most sacred and most indissoluble of all ties. He 
lights up the flame of love which consumes self 


_ love which prevails over every other love ... 


have so inspired multitudes that they would die 
for me—but after all my presence was necessary, 
the lightning of my eye, my voice ... I could 
never impart it to anyone. None of my generals 
ever learned it from me... now that I am at St. 
Helena, now that I am alone, chained upon this 
rock, who fights and wins empires for me, who 
are the courtiers of my misfortune, who thinks 
of me? ... Such is the fate of great men... So 
it was with Caesar and Alexander, and I too 
am forgotten ... Across a chasm of 1800 years 
Jesus Christ makes a demand which is beyond all 
others difficult to satisfy; He asked that for which 
a philosopher may seek in vain at the hands of his 
friends, or a father of his children, or a bride of 
her spouse, or a man of his brother; He asks for 
the human heart; He will have it entirely to Him- 
self; He demands it unconditionally, and forth- 


_ with His demand is granted. Wonderful! Alexander. 


Caesar, Charlemagne and I myself have founded 


’ great empires; but upon what do these creations 


of our genius depend? Upon ‘force. Jesus, alone, 
founded His empire upon love, and to this very 
day millions would die for Him I think | 
understand something of human nature; and I tell 
you all these were men; and I am a man; none 
else is like Him. Jesus Christ was more than a 
man. 

Ah, yes! A Governor, a King, A Shepherd, is 
given in Bethlehem on that wonderful night 
centuries ago! A new order. e525 


Endless Regime Is Established. 


A New Principle, a New Order and both perma- 
nent. Micah hints at the -eternality of this Christ 
saying, ““Whose goings forth are from of old, from 
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everlasting” (or from ancient days.) There is the 
exaltation of the humble, the leveling of life, the 
lifting of the race to heights to which no other 


hilosopher or philosophy has ever been able to . 


ring it, and there is the giving of a right royal 
Ruler, Who shall rule in righteousness and in love, 
and this lifting and this Lordship mark an endless 
regime. Ah, what it means to have something else 
permanent besides the drab defeat that has marked 
the course of the race through the wearily passing 
centuries. What a light is kindled in the hopeless, 
fearful eyes of mankind by such a sublime perma- 
nency! The old prophet Isaiah says: “For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his sholder; and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 


mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince © 


of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and 
to establish it with judgment and with justice, 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 


Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isiaiah 9:6-7,) 
Concerning these things so precious the sure 

prophecy of God declares, “there shall be no end” 

“to establish it from henceforth even forever.” 

- As we gather in spirit about the manger of the 
Christ-child this Christmas Season, artd as the light 
of many centuries forms a halo about Him, and as 
our souls sense the sublime beauty, the matchless 
sacrifice, the holy peace of this sacred place, and 
of this Divine Life, the whisperings of God stea] 
on our ears that here is One who hath been fash- 
ioned “after the power of an endless life;” As the 
ages past blend their voices in glad praise for 
this gracious Gift of Heaven, so we can look down 
the coming endless centuries and see and sense 
the stately steppings of this One Who exalts the 
humble, and Who is the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords, as He passes on His way forevermore— 
through endless ages; the Matchless One. 


*Pastor of the Independent Presbyterian Church, 
Savannah, Ga. 


Immanuel: 


By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D.* 


Christmas is undoubtedly the most joyful time 
of the year. There are the joys of the child’s thrill 
in the coming of Santa Claus, the Christmas tree 
with its bright decorations, the air filled with the 
music of Christmas carols and hymns, the home- 
gatherings of loved ones, and the love gifts to 
one another. All of these joys come even to those 
who are not Christians. But for the Christian there 
is a joy that is over and above all of these. It is 
the joy that comes with the grasping of the deep 
and tremendous significance of the supreme event 
of all history that Christmas commemorates. 


We shall endeavor to see something of that 
significance as it is presented to us in one of the 
names given to Him whose birthday we celebrate, 
the name “Immanuel.” In Matthew 1:22,23, we 
read: “Now all this came to pass, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel; which is, being interpret- 


ed, God with us.”’ Now all such Bible or Hebrew | 


names are significant or have a meaning, being 
combinations of Hebrew words. The “el” of such 
names is the abbreviation of the Hebrew word 
“Elohim,” which means God. For example, Samu-el 


means “asked of God,” and he was so called be- | 


cause he was given in answer to his mother’s 
prayer; Dani-el means “my judge is God’; and 
Imman-el means “with us God.’’ And so, Jesus 
with us is God with us. It was a name that was 
applied to no other in the Bible, for no other but 
God is worthy or capable of bearing that name. 
For one: thing,-that name declares to us that 

Jesus Is God. 
Time forbids our considering other proofs of the 
deity, or God-nature of Christ: His godly teachings 
and godly deeds and godly character and godly 
life and godly death and resurrection. It is enough 
for us who believe, that the Bible many times 
clearly and distinctly calls Him God. This name, 
Immanuel, calls Him God. “And His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6.) 


John 1:1, clearly using “the Word” of Christ, says, 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” Christ 
Himself, who is “the truth,” allowed Thomas to 
address Him, “My Lord and my God” (John 
20:28.) The Apostle Paul declared that “in Him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” 
(Col. 2:9.) And does he not declare God and Christ 
to be one and the same in Titus 2:13, “looking for 
the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ’’? 


Since Jesus is God, what then was His birth 
in Bethlehem of Judea? It was the supreme event 
of all history, the time when God clothed Himself 
with human flesh to live here visibly among us, 
in order that we might know Him better and love ~ 
Him more and in order to be our Saviour, “the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Or as 
John says, “And the Word became flesh, and 
dwelt among us.” See also Philippians 2:5-8. We 
quote the following from Dr. Joseph Fort Newton. 
“What a story—telling how, in a tiny town, in a 
stall in a stable, under a singing sky, at ‘the end 
of a way of a wandering star’, God was born a 
Babe, bringing a new pity and joy into the life 
of man, dividing time into before and after! Once 
aloft and aloof, cloud-robed and shrouded in awe, 
God drew near, striving to enter our fleeting 
life, trying all doors, and finally making Himself 
small as a little child and lying down on the door- 
step of the world, until the world, moved by the 
cry of a Babe, opened the door that has been 
barred to threats and thunders, and took the Child 
in.—God did not come a giant to little folk; he 
took our tiny shape and let us hold him in our 
arms. If there were no Christmas, our idea of God 
might be august and awful; it could never be 
homey and happy. A God who revealed himself 
only in suns and systems would remain remote; 
he could never be intimately near. Such words a3 
‘eternity’ and ‘infinity’ chill our spirits and make 
our minds reel. They tell of a God who sits in 
silence on the far away hills of wonder, dim 
unapproachable, a dweller in the distance. But 
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Christmas reveals a little God, joyous and gentle, 
at once eternal and humble, nestling in the heart.” 

No wonder, is it? that heaven accompanied Him 
to earth, heaven with its glory light and its angelic 
messenger and its multitude of the heavenly host, 
and that they sang, ‘‘Glory to God in the highest!” 
And with what praiseful and exulting and adoring 
hearts should we celebrate Christmas that com- 
memorates this condescending and gracious act of 


God! 


Again, the name Immanuel or “God with Us” 
brings to us the assurance that 


God Is For Us Instead Of 
Against Us. 

He is favorable toward us instead of unfavor- 
able, He has for us good will instead of ill will, 
He loves us instead of hating us, He is our friend 
instead of our enemy. 

We know what another means when he says, 
“’m for you.” And that is what God means when 
He calls Himself, ‘“‘God with us.’’ The Psalmist 
said, “God is for me; therefore will I not fear.” 
And the apostle, “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” And that God is for us was the 
message of the heavenly multitude in its “good 
will toward men,’”’ which is primarily God’s good 
will toward men. 

Can we imagine any other possible way by which 
even God could have so fully and convincingly 
shown or proved His favor, good will, friendship, 
love for us than by His becoming flesh and dwel- 
ling among us, His living His love among us, and 
His dying the death of the cross for our salvation? 
“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He 
laid down His life for us.”’ (I. John 3:16.) 


No wonder, is it? that, to a world that lived in 
fear and dread of God, the message of the angel 
was, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all people: 
for unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord;” and that the 
theme of the song of the heavenly multitude was, 
“peace, good will toward men’’—peace instead of 
fear, peace based upon the assurance of God’s 
WP favor, love even for the unlovely, the 
sinfu | 


for a few years did not 


Finally, the name Immanuel or “God with us” 
brings to our hearts the assurance of 


God’s Gracious And Loving 
Presence 


at all times to guide and keep and bless and save 


us, that He “is not far from any one of us,” that 
He is “closer to us than breathing and nearer 
than hands or feet.”’ 
His coming and — among us in the flesh 
ring Him actually any 
nearer than he was before; but it enabled us to 
realize His presence as we never could have done 
otherwise. Surely we may the better realize His 
presence with us, when we remember that He 
Himself once lay in a mother’s arms; that He was 
once a little boy subject to his parents; that He 
sat down in the homes of those who loved Him; 
that He was present on joyful occasions, as at the 
marriage in Cana of Galilee; that He stood beside 
the bed of sickness and in the cemetery with break- 
ing hearts; and that He walked in Gethsemane and 
to Calvary. Surely all of this enables us the more 
to realize His presence with us in all of our similar 
experiences of life; and we can never doubt His 
assurance, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.” 


“How sweet to know—as know we do— 
‘That God is watching over you, : 
That every night and every day 
God walks with you and lights the way!’’ 

Shall we not by faith remember and grasp this 
supreme significance of Christmas: that it com- 
memorates the time when God visited us in the 
flesh, in order that we might know that He is and 
that He is for us and that He is with us always? 

Bach Christmas our loving God and Saviour seems 
to/ come close to us and to fill the earth with His 
presence and to offer Himself anew to us in all of 
the fulness of His love. Shall we not open wide 
our hearts to Him and joyfully unite with the 
multitude of the heavenly host and the shepherds 
and the wise men in praising and glorifying Him! 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Hendersonville, N. C. | 


The Conversion Of 
Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-Shek 
By Rev. Melton Clark, D.D.* 


In this second article on the Soong Family, I 
want to talk about the Generalissimo, who is the 
Chairman of the Chinese Nationalist Government, 
his marriage and his conversion. Chiang Kai-shek 
was born in a small village in Chekiang Province 
of parents in very moderate circumstances. After 
his preliminary education in the village schools, 
aving successfully passed his examinations, he 


entered.the Hopei Military School. He then went. 


to Japan and studied for four years in the Tokyo 


Military College. Chiang Kai-shek early attached 


himself to Sun Yat-Sen and became a radical. 
After participating in the fighting of the Conflict 


of 1911 and 1913, he became Commander of the 


Cantonese and later the chairman of the Nanking 
Military Council and Commander of all of the 
Nationalist forces. He was elected President of 


/ 


the Nanking Government in October, 1928. He 
fled to Japan with Sun Yat-Sen in 1913. 

Chiang Kai-shek first met Mae-Ling Soong in 
Canton during the early days of the Revolution. 
They fell in love and wanted to marry, but Madame 
Soong, the mother of Mae-Ling did not wish her 
daughter to marry a heathen. Chiang said to Ma- 
dame Soong thst he would be a poor Christian if 
he adopted the taith only because he wanted her 
consent to marry her daughter. He promised 
Madame Soong that-if she would consent to the 
marriage that he would read the scriptures and 
earnestly consider the matter. It was in 1927 that 
this marriage took place. The wedding was a 
splendid event at Shanghai’s Hotel Majestic, and 
it united China’s most powerful man to China’s 
most influential family. His conversion occurred 
three years later. 


Mae-Ling Soong came to the United States at 
the age of nine years and lived here until she was 
twenty-one. Her two older sisters, Ai-Ling, who 
later married H. H. Kung, and Ching-Ling, who 
married Sun Yat-Sen, were students at Wesleyan 
College in Macon, Georgia. Dr. Ainsworth, later 


nnn 
sure 
ver,” 
of the 
e light 
and as 
atchless 
and 
d steal | 
fash- 
As the 
se for 
down 
sense | 
Its the 7 
d Lord 
ore— 
hurch, 
» Says, 
Word 
Christ 
las to 
(John 
Him 
odily” 
hrist 
ig for 
»f the 
birth | 
event 
mself 
US, 
love 
“the 
yr as 
. We 
ton. 3 
in a 
end 
rm a 
life 
Once 
awe, 
self 
Joor- 
the | 
been | 
hild 
; he 
our 
God 
be 
self 
ote; 
as 
nake 
s in 
and 
But: 
i 


Page 16 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Dec. 1942 § Dec 


Bishop Ainsworth of the Methodist Church, ‘was of the Soong family, these friends gathered in 4 § Intel 


president. Bishop Ainsworth spoke on one occasion joyous Christian fellowship and sang “Happy Mar! 
at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Geor- Day.” Then the ritual ceremony of the Methodist § built 
gia, and he told us how the two sisters, then mem- Episcopal Church, South, for baptism and recep. gone 
bers of the student body and in their junior year, tion into the church was read by Dr. Kaung. Mrs. meal 
came to him with the request that they be allowed Chiang Kai-shek stood by the side of her husband, pers 
to bring their youngest sister with them when the Generalissimo, throughout the service. The a £ 
they returned from China for their last year. She pastor asked the President whether he sincerely § save 
was too young to enter college, but these sisters desired to become a Christian. Chiang replied that part 
wanted her to become familiar with the surround- he did, whereupon the pastor administered the ship. 
ings and continue her education after they had sacrament of baptism and he was received into P. 
ae-Ling came to Macon, Georgia. Bishop Ains- _ 
worth said that she spent most of her time at his Claire per 
home with his daughter who was about the same =§ [yce, now member of the United States Congress per! 
age. After some two years in Wesleyan College , Seer gr" secu 
he near her broti T V. Ss from Connecticut and wife of the editor of Life, men 
who was a student inl hd her to in “What One driv 
to Wellesley where she finished her college work. . he bral 
Bishop Ainsworth told of the visit that he and y F 
Mrs. Ainsworth made to China. They were invited of China's Generalissimo, Chiang, ol leader of cita 
to come to Nanking and visit the President Chiang “tig mar 
Kai-shek and his wife. A special train was provided — cen' 
fon th a th ld * : is not, however, as some Americans believe, the get 
or them, and they spent several days in the Presi- power behind the throne, but rather Chiang’s — >. 


dent’s home. The first evening Mae-Ling said to : i 
Bishop and Mrs. Ainsworth, “My Generalissimo is 1942, pow 


not a Christian, but I am sure that he is going to 7 ” “Duri nited China Relief a the 
me that he might come Chiang Mae-Ling, the wife of the Generalissimo, 
0 vote whrist an elieve my prayers will be to come to the United States to help in the drive. fac 
The As —— ‘ed thi : She wanted to go, but Chiang was firm in his oppo- of 
oe ess carried this very interest- sition. One American expostulated ‘but she will be for 
ing account “Shanghai, Oct. 24, 1930. Yesterday worth a division of troops to us in America.’ ‘Yes’, spe 
a few said the Generalissimo, ‘And she is worth ten 
ite S, inese an oreign, joined wis] i ing.’ ” 
in a religious service at the home of Mrs. Soong, 
Seymour Road, Shanghai. Dr. Z. T. Kaung, pastor 
of the Allen Memorial Church, Shanghai, was in Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Annis- thi 
charge of the services. In the large reception room. ton, Ala. tha 
equ 


Security 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D.* 


The much-stressed word “security” gives point for this much desired haven; by so much as it is 
e e been engaged in an ardent search for this along other lines. 
great desideratum. We are “security-minded.” But there are two great and constant dangers 
among pr militating against the one possible security which 
J s, at the “ana & , e security o any person may enjoy on certain conditions. None in 
ie ‘man, — and child in the nation,” The will miss the implication of doom involved in the ev 
munist what he wants, “Security” is his answer. things are all th 
Socialism pledges it; politicians boost it. We heard Th h t d gs more wi 
of te plan to we hove drifted into an era of'mechank lig 
securdd- 800,000 Ivetes, Not on! than man. We have drifted into an era of mechan! 1g 
zation. It is as interesting as fearful that’so many se 
SP n people campaign ior plans for arriving at security have the one thing th 


the ideal. It harbors for them every kind of hope: : magepeiaer : ors 

; : ‘ in common of dealing with the material factors 
ptt ese i —g disease, poverty, fear, loss, un- only. Practically all efforts to define life and give be 
employment, war ... It ranges from bank ac- ampler living have been in terms of the physical 


count to gas-masks. - and financial: national planning, regimentation, fir 
_ The tragic fact is that security is a physical better business, social security, old-age insurance, ot 
impossibility. Mr. Ford has said that the only unemployment benefits. We have, been dragged yer 
security possible is a security of opportunity. It is down in the scale, not so much by war,.by flaming: gl 
literally an “Utopia,” a “no-place.” I cite our youth, by repeal, as by things, mechanics, -invén- = 
helplessness before the powers of nature, as in the tions. Life is easier physically, but. harder’ other to 
tragedies of the Titanic and the Akron. Financially wise. Shorter hours and more. leisure .time er 1 : 
we seem unable to avoid panics: socially, revo- not be unmixed blessings. The modern Juggernaut Cl 
lutions are always boiling, down underneath. There is unsparing. The man is cast aside. . ~~ | th 


is then but one direction in which we may hope © The enemy has made approaches on three. sides. se 
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Intellectually, I mention education. It is no longer 
Mark Hopkins and a log with a student. It is 
buildings; it is utilitarianism. The classics are 
gone; and mathematics,—too hard. Education is 
means; things are the end. Where does character, 
personality, come in? The objective seems to be 
a good time. Sell the country if necessary, but 
save the party at any cost. And all the time each 
party is crying: Give us the right kind of leader- 
ship, and our system will prove the great bonanza. 
Physically, the attack is made on man-soul. Here 
we meet power, material wealth, air-plane, auto, 
It is all right to 
perfect the automobile; but until we have a more 
perfect man to control it, there can be scant 
security. We stress gears, and precision instru- 
ments, and lack precise character. We give the 
driver his whiskey, and compensate with better 
brakes! 
Financially, there is a route of attack on the 
citadel of life. It would seem almost as if every 
man had his price. The comparison of the twentieth 
century grammar has been said to be: “Get on, 
get honor, get honest.” We are rich as Croesus; 
we have the ‘wisdom of Solomon; we possess the. 
power of Alexander; but not one nor all can give 
the security that their possessors crave. Stress on 
things rather than on men, is fatal in philosophy 
as in life. The sense of a security supposed to 
reside in things has developed a false idea ‘of the 
fact. And in turn this has grown into a combine 
of greed and fear. We plead then for the man, 
for character, for personality. ‘‘Astronomically 


speaking, man is negligible.”” But Dr. G. A. Coe. 


answered Dr. J. E. Holmes thus: “Astronomically 
speaking, man is the astronomer.” 
II. Here is our second great danger. The for- 
mer thesis must now give way to another. To stress 
things more than man is fatal. Now let us say 
that to put emphasis on man, stopping there, is 
equally disastrous. Here is the virus of humanism, 


the miasma of any system which exalts man and | 
leaves God out. And have we not exalted ourselves 
above measure? Nietzsche is described as having 
rejected God and purpose in the world, and there- 
fore, facing the meaninglessness of existence, 
having invoked “superman” to be the meaning of 
life. And goose-stepping hac been the vogue. With 
Nebuchadnezzar we have said, “Is not this great 
Babylon which I have built.”? And we are on the 
route that leads to grass-eating. The great scientists 
have unwittingly come to the aid of their country. 
They have talked with assurance, of Personality 
as behind the existence of all things in the uni- 
verse. An increasing amount of phenomena is 
found which cannot be forced into the molds of 
the mechanistic formulae. Spencer’s was a great 
bid for fame when he cried: “Let me postulate 
force, and I will explain the universe.”’ But George 
G. Romanes outbid him: “You explain nothing 
when you postulate force; but when you have 
— directed by Personality, then you explain 
all. 

Circumstance connives with conscience to drive 
us to God. Dostoevsky, the Russian novelist, some- 
where writes of the impossibility of man’s being 
able to bear the burden of himself, who never bows 
to anything. God is our refuge and strength. And 
also from God do we receive the guarantees of life. 
He is the moral underwriter of the universe; from 
Him derives the basis of our legal and financial 
life! He is the source of law; and law is an abso-. 
lute. To break law is not so much to defy God as 
to commit suicide. It is the laws of being that 
force the soul to cry out for God, the living God. 

Much then works against it, but our one possible 
“security” is spiritual. Safe there, we may- have 
hopes of steadfastness elsewhere. Not things, but 
man: not man, but God. Here only is security. 


*Professor of Hebrew and Spanish in Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 


Woman’s Work 
Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 
Foreign Missions _ 


Mark 16:15: “And he said unto them, go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature.” : 


The words above wére among Christ’s last to 
His disciples. They were His marching orders for 
the Church. Even during the first century those 
who called themsellves Christians became neg- 
ligent and disobedient to the command, so. per- 
secution, which forced them out to the ends of 
the world, was permitted. 

Again today we Christians know that we have 
been careless, indifferent, and disobedient. 
Though this is the commandment for us to obey 
first, we find ourselves constantly busy. about 
other things. We neglect praying for our mis- 
sionaries who are on the front lines. We neglect 
giving as we should so that they might stay there, 
and we find ourselves without a burning zeal 
toward this great cause of Foreign Missions. 

Since we have been so slow to give the pre- 
cious Gospel, can it be that God is permitting 


this terrible war that Christians who are being 


sent to the far ends of the world may testify of 


Him and His power? ae 
The New York Bible Society has recently 


written an account which provokes serious think- 


ing. May we not read it, praying that God will 
show us our place during these days. Let us also 
be faithful in praying’ for our Christian boys, 


that they may be alert to their opportunities, and 


that God will indeed give them the great joy of 
witnessing, ac to the ends of the earth. 


In. The Fleet 


A sailor visiting in a city church stood up in 


young people’s meeting and said: “I was station- 


ed at Pearl Harbor—you all know where that is. 
On our ship a group of us met every night for 
Bible study and prayer. When other ships came 
alongside for a few days someone would pass the 
word along, and a lot of fellows off other ships 
came to see what it was all about. First night 
they’d usually keep quiet, not knowing what to 
make of it. After that they’d join right in. You’d 
be surprised how many Bible study groups there 
are in the fleet, even on destroyers. It’s pretty 
hard to find a place to meet on a destroyer. Up 
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forward the water comes over and there are 
ut they manage somehow 


depth charges aft. 


and it means a lot to them. 


After the meeting an active member of the 
young people’s group who was about to enter the 


service said, “I can’t tell you what it meant to 


me to hear that sailor!’’ You could tell by the look — 


in his eyes what was going on in his mind. You 
could see opening up before him the “job within 
a job,” that, as a Christian in the service, he'd 
| sao to be able to do but had not been sure 
about. 


And what an opportunity it is! Thousands upon 
thousands of young Christians, and some not so 
young, accustomed to express their Christianity 
according to conventional patterns in the home. 


church and community, are daily being projected 
out over land and sea. Never in its wildest dream. 
ing has the church dared to think of sending gp 
many of its sons into the so-called “mission fields” 
at home and abroad. They go out to be sure, to 
do a job for the Government. But even within 
the limitations of that assignment, the job they 
can do for Christ and the church—if they do no 
more than to search out their fellow-Christians 
wherever they go—beggars the imagination. 
Our armed forces are, or will be, operating in 
many areas from which many of the Christian 
missionaries have had to withdraw for the dura- 
tion. The era of reconciliation, reconstruction 
and brotherhood awaits the assumption by the 
rank and file of the role of “Missionary Chris. 
tian.” —From New York Bible Society. 


What Christianity Offers To The 
World Of Tomorrow 


By Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D.* 


In the marshaling of the vast resources of the 
world in man power and in materials, the war has 
produced one of the greatest pageants of history. 
Humanity is marching, the engines of industry 
are throbbing, and the tangible forces of the world 
are set in array in the most amazing spectacle of 
all time. | 


It is easy in all this to see the relevance of the 
great material forces that have been mobilized in 
this war effort. It requires no special insight to 
understand the place of tanks in halting armies of 
aggression, or of battleships, of planes, of great 
factories, of food, of ammunition, of clothing. But 
what does Christianity have to do with the great 
crisis that confronts us? Has it any place at all? 
What is its relevance to the world situation? Per- 
haps the answer is not immediately obvious, for 
the concerns of Christianity are primarily 
spiritual. They cannot be weighed and measured. 
They are not as readily recognized and assessed; 
they are spiritually descerned. And yet those whose 
thought can penetrate beneath the surface and 
recognize the basic forces that move the life of the 
world, will see that no movement in the whole 
horizon of our knowledge offers as much hope to 
the world of tomorrow as does Christianity. 


I. In the first place, Christianity offers a world 
interest, that is, it comes to its task with a sense 
of world responsibility. Is this so obvious as to be 
trite? @ believe not. The more I think about it, the 
more intensely and dramatically significant this 
fact begins to appear. Christianity starts out with 
the inestimable advantage of being interested in 
the world. This is the first essential in any pro- 
gram of world amelioration or redemption. 


It is striking ‘that the Bible, a book whose 
writers were Jews, a people of intense nationalistic 
exclusiveness, should have such a broad, universal 
outlook. Consider, for example, the promise made 
to Abraham: “In thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.’’ 7 


_ The Psalmist sings, ‘‘I shall give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of 


the earth for thy possession.” 


The angelic announcement of the birth of the 
Saviour reveals the world meaning of Christianity: 


“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 


which shall be to all people’’ etc. 


The Great Commission, which appears in every 
Gospel and is repeated in the Acts, sounds again 
and again the same theme, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 


At Pentecost, when the gift of God’s spirit was 
poured out upon the Disciples in the city of 
Jerusalem, it is significant that there were gathered 
in that city on that day “devout men, out of every 


mation under heaven.” It is as though God has 


determined beforehand that this gift of His grace 


and blessing was to be shared with the entire 


world. 


The whole latter part of the New Testament is 
taken up by the account of the missionary journeys 
of Paul and his companions, and by their letters 
to the churches and to their converts. 


And the last Book of the Bible closes with a 
wonderful vision of the consummation of the King- 
dom, when around the Throne of God there will 
gather a great multitude that no man can number 
“of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues.”’ 


Thus the whole Bible reflects a world interest 
which finds its best known and most tender ex- 
pression in that matchless verse, ‘For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believed in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” | 3 


But interest is not enough. Hitler is interested in 
the world. Business also is interested. The trouble 
is that interest so often assumes the form of self- 
interest. The world has been interested in Africa 
for generations. But the history of our dealings 
with Africa reveals the distressing fact that after 
the first period of exploration had passed, our 
chief concern about Africa was exploitation. We 
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were interested in Africa for what we could get 
out of her. We were not concerned about Africa 
for Africa’s sake, but rather for our own sakes. 
We wanted to know what Africa had that we 
could use. It was not until later in our relations 
with that continent that the great motives of 
missions and humanitarianism were brought to 
pear. Christian missionaries to Africa have had 


great difficulty in living down the unfortunate 


first impressions that were created by the early 
contacts of the white man with the indigenous 
people of that continent when selfishness was the 
basis of interest. 


Those who represent us in China know too well 
how the Christian movement in that country has 
been handicapped by the self-interest manifested 
by western nations through so many years of their 
dealings with China. 


But Christianity brings to its task this unique 
attitude—it is the only world movement that is 
completely devoid of self-interest. To a bleeding, 
desperately suffering world it says: “I care. I have 
come to help.” In the fatherhood of God and 


_the brotherhood of man it professes at once a re- 


sponsibility toward, and concern for, the entire 
world. 


II. Christianity also offers a world dissemi- 


nation. 


From 1917 to 1925 I served as a missionary in 
Japan. One of the most useful instruments I had 
in my work was a Ford automobile. If someone 
had offered me the choice between a Cadillac 
and a Ford I would have chosen the Ford. Why? 
Because it was by far the most practical machine 


for the country in which I lived. If I had owned | 


a Cadillac, even the slightest mechanical trouble 
might have rendered me helpless and immovable. 
There were no Cadillac agencies in the rural areas 
I had to traverse. Cadillac parts could not have 


been bought at any nearby point. To have ordered 


them from a distance would have required days, 
or weeks, or even months of delay. | 


| 
But Ford accessories were available almost 
everywhere. The broad distribution of Ford agen- 
cies made it by all means the most practical car. 
It was useful because it was known and under- 
stood so widely throughout the whole country. 


The Ford car story is a parable. No other 
‘ thought-molding system is so widely broadcast 


through the world as Christianity. None has made 
s0 ambitious and far-reaching an effort to per- 
meate the whole life of men. We sometimes mar- 


vel at the extent of Nazi penetration in many of 


the countries of the world, but Nazi efforts 
dwindle into insignificance by comparison with the 
Christian spread over the earth. Whether we apply 
the test extensively or intensively, the Christian 
dissemination and penetration are without parallel. 


Christianity has learned the languages of all peo- 


ples, has translated books into thousands of 
tongues, has erected schools, built churches, has 


Influenced customs, molded thought and shaped 


the life of countless peoples and nations of the 


Already Christian ideals and convictions are 
more widely diffused through the world than other 
systems. The broadest known basis for world 
understanding and re-construction is laid in the 
Christian fraternity with its brotherhoods in every 


nation under heaven: The world of the future can 
look to no other system with the same hope and 
justification with which it can look to the Christian 


Church for help in laying the foundations of a 


better world order. 
III. Christianity offers a world ethic. 


One of the chief evidences of our world con- 
fusion is to be seen in the moral realm, in the 
conflicting standards by which men live. Men are 
uncertain about what is right and wrong. They 
have no agreed rule or measure by which the moral 
quality of a thought or action can be judged. 


Sometimes, at my home, our family plays “‘Mon- 
opoly.” It is a most interesting game with which 
some of you are familiar. When we play with just 
the family alone, we have a most enjoyable time. 
There is no misunderstanding because we all play 
by the same rules. But sometimes we invite the 
neighbors in to play with us, and then—What a 
terrible time we have! The neighbors put the most 
absurd construction on some of the rules. They 
allow entirely too much latitude in some things, 
and are too strict in others. The game becomes 
greatly confused, as they play according to one 
understanding and we play by another. The dis- 


. putes and discussions that follow rob the game of 


all of its entertainment. 

This is the situation that the world is in today. 
How can we expect to have peace and harmony 
and understanding when men do not recognize 
the same standards of moral conduct, when I re- 
gard as right ‘what you consider wrong, and when 
you consider as vice. what I accept as virtue? 

This is the root of much of our world confusion. 
The Japanese militarist, for example, recognizes 


a different set of moral absolutes from those that 


we are accustomed to follow. Here in the United 
States, for example, the average person asked to 
name the cardinal] virtues would probably include 
such qualities as honesty, purity, diligence, love, 
courage, truth, and the like. He would say, “‘These 
are the great moral virtues. These are the abso- 
lutes by which I must live. I cannot lie; I cannot 
steal. Whatever happens, I must speak the truth; 
I must be honest.” 

But the Japanese jingoist finds his moral abso- 
lutes in a different place. With him the greatest 
virtues are loyalty and filial piety. These place 
upon him the strongest moral demand. He is likely 
to say, “‘Whatever else happens, I cannot be un- 
true to my Emperor, I cannot be disrespectful to 


my father.” It is not surprising, therefore, to find 


a Japanese editor commenting in his newspaper 
column that he simply does not understand the 
morality of a people who feel that they must tell 
the truth when a lie would have served their 
country better! | 

What our world needs in its confusion is a moral 
point of reference. Just as we compute longitude 
from Greenwich—and altitude from sea level, so 
there must be a moral reference point from which 
the world will take its sense of moral and spiritual 
direction. 

It is at this point that Christianity offers the 
only hope. Christianity presents a world ethic. It 
is an absolute ethic. Its fundamental laws will not 
change, because its reference point is in the im- 
mutable nature and character and Word of God, 
and in God’s understanding of man. Already the 
Christian ethic is widely recognized and accepted 
in the world, far beyond that circle of men who 
openly profess their allegiance to Christ. There is 
something about the Christian ethic that commands 
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itself to spiritually discerning men. It has carried 
with it the evidence of its own divine authorship 
and origin. | 


It is hard to overstate the extent to which Chris- 
tian concepts of morality have permeated the 
thinking and judgment of men, providing common 
standards, establishing common ideals. In Japan, 
for example, public immorality is today strongly 
condemned which a few years ago might have 
gone unnoticed. There is a public sentiment against 
vice, intemperance, and dishonesty in high places, 
the direct result of the higher moral sense that 
Christian teaching has created. 


It is interesting to see how deeply Christian 
concepts and standards of life have permeated the 
thinking of the Chinese people. Dr. Henry Van 
Dusen of New York, after a trip around the world 
about two years ago, made the statement that 
he did not know of any nation in the world whose 
government was so strongly influenced by the 
spirit and the principles of Christianity as was 
the government of China. 


What a unifying and cementing force this 
Christian ethic is! A Christian has the same 
standards and ideals wherever you find him, the 
world over. Dr. Kagawa, Dr. T. Z. Koo, and Bishop 
Azariah are all possessed of the same attitudes 
and points of view. | 


IV. The Church offers a world fellowship. 


This will be one of the paramount needs of the 
world in the post-war period. How deep are the 
rifts that have come between the nations and peo- 
ples of the earth! How intense the hatreds! Who 
will soothe the injured feelings, who will allay the 
-spirit of revenge, who will effect the work of re- 
conciliation so that men may put aside their 
jealousy and strife and live as brothers and 
friends? 


It is the Christian Church that offers the only 
hope for fellowship on a world-wide basis. One of 
the most significant developments of the past few 
years has been the movement toward world Chris- 
tian fellowship. Let me offer three illustrations 
of what I mean: : 


I. In 1938 there was held at Madras, India, the . 


now historical meeting of the International Mis- 
sionary Council. This world-gathering of Christian 
people was attended. by delegates from 69 different 
nations! It is said that this\was the most repre- 
sentative gathering that has ever been brought 
together on earth. Never has business, or science, 
or education, or any other interest, drawn together 
so varied, and yet united, a group. Not even the 
League of Nations has ever mustered the repre- 
sentatives of so many countries. It was under the 
auspices of Christianity that Madras played host 
to the most widely international gathering that 
the world has ever seen! 


2. The world fellowship of Christians has been 
illustrated in a most practical way during the past 
two or three years in the response that the 
churches have made to the need of the Orphaned 
Missions. As early as October, 1939, the Inter- 
_ national Missionary Council sent out warnings of 

the perilous conditions of the overseas Missions 
supported by the Protestant Churches of Europe. 
The very countries in Europe most active in 
missionary work were those that were most di- 
rectly affected by the war, particularly England, 
Germany, Denmark, Norway, Holland, Belgium, 
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France and Finland. Naturally, there was a sudden 
and drastic decline in the giving of these Euro. 
pean churches, and distressing conditions developed 
among the missionaries who had been sent out 
and supported by them. Many missionaries had 
been stranded in far away lands, many were sub. 
sisting barely above the level of starvation, thov. 
sands of native workers had been cut off, schools 
and hospitals had been forced to close. Then the 
whole Protestant world came to the rescue. Millions 
of dollars have been raised to carry the Orvhaned 
Missions through this emergency. The work goes 
on, in some instances supported more adequately 
than before. And thus, in this crisis, the essentia] 
fellowship of the Christian Churches has been 
demonstrated in a most practical and striking way. 


3. But let me illustrate the world fellowship of 
Christians in a more intimate, personal way. One 
1937, I was travelling from 
Kwangju, Korea, to Soonchun on the train. At one 
of the way stations an old Korean gentleman got 
on and took the seat facing mine. He carried with 
him a heavy bundle wrapped neatly in a white 
cloth. We rode for several miles in silence, when 
suddenly the old gentleman addressed to me a 
generous sentence in the Korean tongue which 
conveyed about as much to my mind as a code* 
message from Mars. But I was prepared for such 
an emergency and replied, “Chosen mel moro- 
gessimnidah,” meaning, “I do not understand 
Korean.” It was the one phrase that I knew, and 
I had had occasion to use it so often that I could 
employ it quite glibly. The old man_ smiled. 
Probably he was saying to himself, ‘‘Anyone who 
can speak that much Korean ought to be able to 
understand more.” He tried me on _ another 
sentence. Again I replied, “Chosen mal moro- 
gessimnidah.”’ This time he responded with loud 
laughter. But the old man was determined, and he 
made a third sally at me with another long effusion 
in Korean. I was about to give him my stock reply; 
but suddenly it flashed upon me that I had recog- 
nized one word. Somewhere amid all the confusion 
of sound I had caught “Yesu.”’ It was the name 
for Jesus. I pointed to myself and said, “Jesu.” 
Then he replied, ‘‘Yesu.”’” No words can describe 
the sudden sense of fellowship that I felt with 
that old man. Here we were traveling along to- 
gether, two mutes, unable to reveal our thoughts 
to one another or to delve into the experience of 
the other, but we had one wonderful word in com- 
mon, and that was enough. We were brothers. 


Presently my companion unwrapped his bundle, 
and out of its mysterious shroud there was re 
vealed a big Bible. He turned through its pages 
and at last indicated with his finger a line that he 
wanted me to read. I shook my head hopelessly, 
and resorted once more to “Chosen mal moro 
gessimnidah.”” But then a sudden thought came 
to my’ mind. The structure of the Bible is es 
sentially the same in Korean and in English, and 
I knew that the Orientals began at the back and 
read to the front. Borrowing his Bible for a mo 
ment, and noting carefully the number of chapters 
in the contiguous books, I discovered that he was 
pointing to the First Epistle of John, and the third 
chapter and the fourteenth verse. I looked it up 
quickly in my English Bible and read, ““We know 
that we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren.”’ Then searching through my 
Bible for an appropriate reply, I found Psalms 
133:1, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it 1s 
for brethren to dwell together in unity!” It was 
easy to find it for him in his Bible, I could identify 
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the Psalms by the 150 chapters, and as I knew the 
Korean numerals I soon had my finger on the 
right verse. He read it with many noddings of the 
head, his face suffused in smiles. For another half 
hour we passed the Bible backward and forward, 
and through its sacred medium entered into a new 
experience of that warm fraternity into which our 


spirits are blended in Christ. : | 


“In Christ there is no East or West. 
In Him no South or North; 
But one great fellowship of Love | 
Throughout the whole wide earth.” 


The greatest fraternity on earth is the brother- 
hood of the Christian Church. In this the Church 
offers the brightest hope for the re-uniting of a 
broken, divided world. 


V. The Church offers a world remedy. 


All of us are longing for a better world. We 
seem to feel that such a world will surely appear 
when this war is over. It is generally admitted, 
of course, that we failed to take advantage of our 
opportunity at the conclusion of the first World 
War in 1918. Then we had a great chance to set 
up an ideal world-organization; but we let-that 
chance slip through our fingers. This time, we say, 
we must not fail. War is too drastic and fearful a 
thing to be risked again. The whole world must 
be made secure against a recurrence of such a 
calamity, and some plan of federation and govern- 
ment must be thought out that will insure against 
a repetition of this folly. This, we confidently say, 
will be done. 


But I am wondering if it is not a false optimism > 


that supposes that the peace and stability of the 
world can be so easily atttained. What. Utopian 
scheme is there upon which we can rely to effect 
such a miracle in the world? I would not be guilty 
of discouraging by one word any effort to discover 
an international structure by which the affairs of 
the world can be peaceably regulated. Let the best 
minds of all the nations contribute their most 
earnest thought to this all-important problem. Let 
the patterns and processes of human government 
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be made as nearly ideal as possible. But we err 
if we think that the ills of our world can be 
banished by the setting up of any kind of a new 
world order. Human ingenuity cannot devise an 
order that will be universally satisfactory. What 
suits me will be distasteful to you; and what satis- 
fies you may leave me with wants and longings 


unfulfilled. We are doomed to deep disappoint- 


ment if our hopes rest in the evolving of a flaw- 
less human society. 

The remedy must lie deeper down. It must touch 
the very heart of the individual. Society will always 
be imperfect. What we must have is men and 
women who can live victoriously and sublimely 
even in an imperfect environment. Inasmuch as 
injustices and inequalities will always exist in the 
world, we must have men and women who will 
possess enough of self-control and poise to live 
in such a society without breaking. We must have 
workers who will not strike, even though they 
feel that their wages are not adequate. We must . 
have citizens who can see the faults in their 
governments without resorting to anarchy. We 
must have nations that can recognize the in- 
equalities under which they suffer without resort- 
ing to war. 

In other words, hate must be replaced by love; 
greed must give away to unselfishness; patience 
and forbearance must find a place in our attitudes 
as individuals and nations. Something must take 
place deep down at the bottom of things. The very 
thoughts and reactions of men must be brought 
into harmony with the supreme will and purposes 
of God. A work of conversion is needed. Nothing 
less than the transformation of human life by the 
power of God’s Holy Spirit through faith in His 


Crucified Son will prove a sufficient remedy for 


the ills of the world in which we live. 

Such is the contribution that the Christian 
Church offers the world of the future. What a 
challenge is before us! Let us gird ourselves for 
the accomplishment of our God-given: mission at 
such a time as this. 


*Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


I Was In Hell With Niemoeller 


By Leo Stein 
Published By Fleming H. Revell Co. 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.50. — 

Author Stein has given us in this dramatic ac- 
count of the suffering of Martin Niemoeller, a 
vivid picture of a great defender of the Christian 
Faith. Niemoeller has convictions, and not even 
the savage torture of the Nazi government could 
change his convictions or cause him to yield an 
Inch in his defence of the Gospel. , 

The facts related in this book should make every 
Christian strive to be a more loyal Christian and 
never murmur about our “light afflictions.”’ The 
loyalty of this one man will undoubtedly give fresh 
life to the decadent Christianity of Germany. These 
facts should also inspire our nation to a more 
vigorous prosecution of this war, as we observe 
that the force that has brought such cruel treat- 


ment to one of Christ’s faithful servants must be 
destroyed, with God’s help. It shows that we must 
either submit to dictatorship or destroy it. Civili- 
zation must destroy Hitler and all that he stands 
for or be destroyed by him. 7 


We also see in this book an illustration of the 
danger of trying to force churches into an artificial 


union. Hitler at first promised Pastor Niemoeller 


that when he took over the regins of government 
he would support the Church. As soon as the Nazis 
consolidated their political position they first 
attacked the Churches indirectly, then directly, 
then endeavored to force a plan of union on them. 
The plan was to unify all the Churches in Germany 
and compel them to adjust their doctrines to the 


- Nazi ideology. The indignant protests of the Evan- 


gelical and Roman Catholic Churches were answered 
with the explanation that in the new Germany 
only one Church could be allowed to exist. After 
forcing this union the Nazis assumed control of 
the Church, and everyone who would not swear 
allegiance to Hitler was discharged from his- po- 
sition. 

Niemoeller in a conversation with the author 
quotes a prophecy of Luther that a terrible dark- 
ness would come over Germany because of con- 
tempt for the Bible. We have seen this prophecy 
come true. Any nation that discredits God’s au- 
thentic revelation is headed for destruction. 

— John R. Richardson. 
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Class of the First 


Text: “The meek shall inherit the earth.” 


The history of this world is one long record of 
man’s endeavor to make for himself a heaven here 
on earth, only to have every such effort turn into 
a hell on earth. Without God these struggles for a 
better world must fail. God has tested man under 
every conceivable human government and very 
different and progressive revelations of His will, 
only to have man fail continually to bring in a 
Golden Age of peace, prosperity and perfection. 
Men have sought happiness in the wrong place, 
from material resources, not from God. Our first 
parents set the style, all their children have 
followed in their steps. Eve desired knowledge God 
had not seen fit to give her “The woman saw that 
the tree was good for food and that it was pleas- 
ant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise.” This was sufficient to overrule God’s 
direct command, forget His threat and accept 
Satan’s leadership instead. So man lost the only 
Golden Age he ever had. What tragedies, what 
hells on earth have resulted from this one act! 


The recent excavations of the archeologists of 
the University of Pennsylvania, at Ur, have shown 
_ that the Sumerians before the flood had attained 
. great civilization, as is indicated in Genesis which 
tells us that Jubal was the father of all such as 
handle the harp and the organ, and Tubal-cain was 
an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron. 
A be-jewelled handle of a dagger found at Ur 
bespeaks a remarkable civilization by men who 
had nearly a millenium each man to advance his 
art. Yet, “every imagination of the thought of 
their heart was only evil continually” and God had 
to wipe them and their civilization off the earth 
by a flood. Babel was another effort to man by his 
own material means to reach heaven. “To make 
a name for himself’? was his slogan. The con- 
fusion of tongues and the dispersion of the na- 
tions resulted. 


All through history the same.story is repeated. 
At Ankor Thom in Cambodia in Indo-China the 
most marvelous carved stone temple in the world 
is in a jungle with rampant vines splitting stone 
cornices and trees growing on stone walls. For five 
hundred years all has been silent in its halls. Only 
the wild animals and birds inhabit what the Khmer 
race has left of a wonderful golden age of archi- 
tecture. Who were they? Where did they come 
from? Whither did they go? History gives no 
answer. The Hittites once were called by the higher 
critics “a myth of the Bible,’’ as profane history 
had nothing to say as to the existence of any such 
race. In the ruins of Carchemish has been un- 
covered a library filled with clay tablets that give 
a record of a great buffer nation extending over 
Asia Minor, Syria, Palestine in the days of Abra- 
ham that kept back the Persian and Assyrian 
civilization from overwhelming Europe, even as 
Greece and Rome did at a later time. The 
evanesscence of great races remind one of Hit- 
ler’s statement that his Socialist Third Reich would 
last a thousand years. Can we not see it beginning 


Earth’s Golden Age 


By Dr. J. P. McCallie* : 


A layman’s meditation on concluding a six years’? teach- 
ing course, “Through The Bible,” to the Bachman Bible — 
Presbyterian 
Tenn., November 22, 1942. 


Church, Chattanooga, 


to crack up, thank God, even before he passes 
from the scene? i 


I’ve seen with my own eyes the mememtoes of 
three of earth’s nearest approaches to a Golden 
Age. I shall never forget the thrill I experienced as 
I stood on the deck of the steamship Alesia at 
Piraeus, as the rays of the setting sun lighted up 
the marble columns of the Parthenon on the 
Acropolis six miles over the Athenian plain. Pericles 
and Phidias, Demonsthenes and Aeschylas, Aris- 
totle, Plato, Socrates—what a host of memories of 
the Golden Age of Greece. That night in the moon- 
light on Mars’ Hill we read about Paul’s sermon 
to the Athenian philosophers on that spot 1900 
years ago. “God that made the world and all 
things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands.”” No doubt Paul was looking at the image 
of Athene before the Parthenon as he spoke. 
“Neither is He worshipped with men’s hands, as 
though He needed anything seeing He giveth to 
all life and breath and all things.” ‘Forasmuch 
then as we are the offspring of God, we ought 
not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, 
or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s de 


Can you not see upon what the Athenians were 
depending—“made with hands,’’ ‘“Men’s hands,” 
‘man’s device.”? My thrill over Greece’s Golden 
Age grew less as I read over, back on board the 


ship, in West’s Ancient History that these 40,000 | 


Greeks of Pericles’ day lived on the labor of 
260,000 slaves. Each man stood on the shoulders 
of six slaves. No wonder he had the leisure to de- 
vote to art and poetry and seemed to stand higher 
than surrounding nations. But what became of it? 


The next day I saw the ruins of the forum and | 


the roofless Parthenon and the dirty and hungry 


descendants of the notables of a former age. 


Cruelty and injustice had tumbled their house down 
upon their heads. 


Rome, too, had her Golden Age. Augustine said, 


“IT found Rome of brick and left it of marble.’ The 
Forum, as I stood in it, spoke to me of Cicero 
and Caesar; the Parthenon reminded me of my 
own Alma Mater, the University of Virginia, 
where Thomas Jefferson could think of no more 
beautiful building after which to model his fa- 
mous Rotunda. What infamy in Nero and Caligula 
and others, followed this age, which by “aggre 
sion and tyranny, luxury and corruption finally 
ended in the fall of the Roman Empire. Rome, in 
our Lord’s day, had 120 million inhabitants, of 
wkom only 20 million were citizens, 40 million 
tributaries and freedmen, and 60 million were 
slaves. Here again materialism, dependence on 
men alone, and his best efforts, ended in dismal 
failure to bring in and make permanent a civil- 
ization that was worth keeping. 


My sight of the Pyramids in Egypt thrilled me 
as they did Napoleon when he told his battalions 
three milleniums looked down upon them. The 
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Valley of the Tombs of the Kings with the mar- 
yelous million dollar golden furniture and jewelery 
of King Tut; the painted galleries back into the 
mountains where decorations were as beautifully 
fresh and vivid as the day they were put on 1500 
years before Christ; the magnificent ruins of the 
temple of Amen at Karnak made me realize that 
in Egypt man came as near reaching a Golden 
Age as anywhere else in the world. With three 
crops a year in the Nile Valley which fertilized 
itself annually with the silt of the river’s flood and 
a climate that grew everything; with learning 
and artistry that today hold archeologists spell- 
hound; with ruins of obelisks and hierogliph and 
sphinx and pyramid and mummy that cannot be 
duplicated elsewhere. Egypt had a longer oppor- 
tunity, with one possible exception, to attain a 
perfect civilization than any other land. But read 
of the superstition and avarice and tyranny of 


their priestcraft, the cruelty and aggression of — 


their rulers, of the abject slavery of their peasants 
and one sees why Egypt went down into decay and 
today their fellaheen are as low as the coolies of 


China. 


Yes, China is that one exception. I saw the Ming 
Tombs and the beauties of the tapestries and 
porcelains of the Han dynasty, but China’s Golden 
Age like all the rest were based on a rotten 
foundation of poverty of the lower class, on dis- 
regard of human life, and on ignorance and fear. 


We have searched the world over and neither 
Mayans nor Aztecs of the New World, nor any 
race of antedeluvian or postdeluvian origin has 
ever achieved a lasting peace, a prosperous econ- 
omy, just law, enlightened citizenship, and God- 
fearing worship. Israel] came as near as any only 
to have Solomon’s glory fade into Rehoboam’s 
ignominy. 


The question is—can man attain peace? Prof. 
Sorokin, Head of the Sociology Department of 
Harva~d University, in his great book, “The Crisis 
of Our Age,” states that the present chaos is due 
to the materialistic philosophy of the world, which 


has rejected a revelation from God, only to follow 


science and evolution and money. Wars must result, 
he says, and not until a totally different philosophy, 
giving place for God and spiritual values, is 
brought back, can the race have peace. | 


@ Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon for all its hanging 

‘Megardens, Italv’s Renaisance for all its Michael 
Angelos and Raphaels, England’s Elizabethan age 
for all its Shakespears, America’s 20th century for 
all its airplanes and autos and ’phones and three- 
quarters of the wealth of the world in the hands 
of one-twentieth of the population of the earth, 
did not and cannot stop the downward trend of 
— nature, with its desperately wicked human 
eart. 


No, the Atlantic Charter cannot save the world. 


emocracy cannot perfect human nature. Neither 
the Anglo Saxon race, nor the Allied Nations can 
police the world after victory, into obedience to law 
oe order. This is not defeatism, nor is it pessi- 
ism. 


Thank God, we have a blessed Hope. While man 
cannot find in man or in Satan any hope of 
security and peace and plenty, yet in the Son of 
God we can and shall find our Golden Age. This 
is the greatest possible optimism. We don’t have to 
walt for another 6,000 years of man’s failures, 


ut soon, may-be just “around the corner,” is. 


“Rarth’s/ Golden Age.” There is too much in God’s 


the earth.” 


Holy Word to quote it all but it summarizes into 
a few great truths. Dr. Barnhouse put it all in one 
sentence. “It took the first coming of Christ to 
deal with individual sin and to provide the way of 
personal salvation for those who will stop trusting 
in man, his character, or his deeds, or works and 
who will put all their trust in: the shedding of 
His blood; (so) it will take the second coming 
of Christ to deal with the salvation of society, 
civilization, call it what you will.” The great 
revelation of the Word can be set forth in these 
few simple but astounding statements. 

1. Christ is coming back to this earth visibly, 
personally, powerfully, gloriously to rule over the 
nations in righteousness. 

2. Previous to that phase of His coming He will 
resurrect dead saints and rapture living saints by 
the mightiest miracle of all the ages. 

3. The saints of Old Testament times and we, 
the saints of the New Testament Church, shall 
rule with Him and shall be with Him forevermore 
to do His bidding and render Him service. 

4. This earth will not be destroyed, nor come 
to an end, but rather be restored. All the curse 
will be removed, first that on nature, briars and 
weeds and thorns, storms and earthquakes, and 


terrible cold and heat, the deserts will blossom 


as the rose, wild animals will cease to devour, 
serpents will no longer be poisonous, and finally 
all disease and even death itself shall be abolished. 

5. The Earth’s Golden Age will for the first 
time become a reality. The Lord, whose right alone 


jit is to rule, who alone has the knowledge, the 


power, and the love to rule justly and righteously, 
will guide this old earth into the most glorious 
era it has ever known. He says, “The meek shall 
The Golden Rule shall be the 
motivating principle of all conduct, not personal 
profit as today. 
One could grow lyrical over this wonderful 
revelation. In fact the prophets do that very thing. 
Listen to Isaiah (11:1-10), or to Jeremiah 
(31:31-85), or to John (Rev. 21:1-5.) There are 
three potent reasons why we should earnestly 
consider the Golden Age, even as the prophets of 
old did under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
First, we Christians must be absolutely sure there 
is. only one in whom we can put our trust to 
bring this earth out of chaos. It is not in our- 
selves, nor any human leader, nor any human 
institution or government. It is Christ, alone, who 
is able to bring in Earth’s Golden Age. It is abso- 
lutely false to say this trust and blessed hope will 
make us sit still and fold our hands and do nothing 
about the social conditions around us. Those that 
have this hope work hardest and ‘in the surest . 


to redeem society by leading individuals to place 


all their trust in Christ. , 

Second, by such a faith we shall not be dis- 
heartened and totally discouraged when we shall 
see the best laid plans of man go to smash. The 
son of the man who sabotaged the first League of 
Nations in the United State Senate is now a mem- 
ber of that same body. Isolationism is not dead 
in America, nor is selfishness, nor crime, nor race 
prejudice. We cannot expect a Golden Age to 
follow such hatreds and misunderstandings as are 
influencing the nations today. Whole generations 
of Germans and Japanese are to be re-educated. 
Who is the teacher capable of doing it? Is America, 
or Great Britain or China or Russia? Thank God 
there is one who can and who will, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. a 

In the last place this blessed hope of the near 
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